
BAY BIRD REVIEW
A QUARTERLY PUBLICATION ON THE SCIENCE AND CONSERVATION OF BIRDS AND THEIR HABITATS

Long-term monitoring of waterbird 

populations and habitats is impera-

tive to determine conservation status, 

detect population trends, assess health 

of habitats, and manage populations. 

San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory’s 

Colonial Waterbird Program has moni-

tored active waterbird nesting sites in 

the San Francisco Bay since 1980. Staff 

biologists and volunteers continued this 

work in 2010. 

The Colonial Waterbird Monitoring 

Program focuses on colonies of Great 

Blue Heron, Great Egret, Snowy Egret, 

Double-crested Cormorant, Forster’s 

Tern, Caspian Tern, and California Gull. 

Volunteers visited active colonies at least 

six times between March and August. 

Staff and volunteers also conducted one 

colony walk-through survey of every 

California Gull colony in the South San 

Francisco Bay to count the number of 

nests, eggs and chicks. 

Herons, Egrets and Cormorants

We documented 115 Great Blue Heron 

nests in the South Bay in 2010. This 
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Director’s Message

This year, the San Francisco Bay Bird 

Observatory celebrates our 30th year! 

As we commemorate achievements 

in avian conservation and science, 

we draw upon our past successes, and 

look eagerly to our future. The Bird 

Observatory has changed consid-

erably in 30 years, evolving from 

a group of citizens and scientists, 

intent on collecting the fi rst baseline 

data on breeding waterbird popula-

tions, into a thriving nonprofi t of 

science and outreach professionals, 

and we are now the authority on the 

birds of the South and Central San 

Francisco Bay. With much foresight, 

our founders established programs 

such as population monitoring of 

colonial waterbirds and avian demo-

graphic studies at Coyote Creek Field 

Station, our year-round bird banding 

station. Because of the longevity of 

these and other Bird Observatory 

Waterbird Science Report 

2010 Colonial Waterbird Program–Year in Review

FORSTER’S TERNS engage in a courtship ritual.

population has been stable since 2005. 

The largest Great Blue Heron colony in 

2010 was in Portola Valley, with 25 active 

nests. Great Egret numbers have also 

been stable since 2005, and in 2010, we 

documented 133 active nests in the South 

Bay. In 2010, the largest Great Egret col-

ony was at Ruus Park in Hayward, with 41 

nests. Snowy Egret nest numbers in the 

South Bay are declining, and the popula-

tion decreased from 272 nests in 2005 

to 64 nests in 2010. Hayward Regional 

Shoreline Park, which previously was a 

large nesting colony (107 Snowy Egret 

nests in 2007), was not active, and the 

Steinberger Slough colony in San Mateo 

declined from 46 nests in 2009 to fi ve 

nests in 2010. The largest Snowy Egret 

colony in 2010 was on Bay Farm Island in 

Alameda, with 15 nests. 

Double-crested Cormorants breeding 

in the South Bay increased by 35% over 

the 2009 population—the fi rst increase 

in fi ve years. In 2010, there were 532 

Double-crested Cormorant nests in 

the South Bay. Two new colonies were 
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Birding the Carquinez Strait Scenic Loop Trail 
In the Bay Area, the Carquinez Strait is unique. It is an eight-

mile channel that connects the marine environment of 

San Francisco and San Pablo Bays to the Suisun Bay and the 

Sacramento River Delta. The strait offers an aquatic corridor 

for birds moving to and from the Central Valley and the Bay 

or coast. On the west side of the strait it is cooler and moister, 

while it is drier and warmer inland on the east side. This change 

in microclimate infl uences the distribution of plants, insects, 

and in turn, birds. The Bay Area’s two major regional trails, the 

Bay Area Ridge Trail and the San Francisco Bay Trail, converge 

at the Carquinez Strait creating a 50-mile Carquinez Loop 

Trail. Because of the variety of habitats found in this region, the 

Carquinez Strait Scenic Loop Trail offers many great birding 

opportunities.

The “Birding the Carquinez Strait Scenic Loop Trail” guide is 

the result of a collaboration of the San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory, the Bay Area 

Ridge Trail and the San Francisco Bay Trail. This lovely guide features a full-color 

map, site descriptions and short species lists for nine sites along the trail. 

We are kicking off our Carquinez Scenic Loop Trail guided walk series on Satur-

day, May 21st, with a guided trip to Fernandez Ranch (see calendar on page 5). This 

beautiful area just opened to the public in the summer of 2010 and offers superb 

birding through riparian, oak woodland, and grassland habitats. At the Ranch, 

you can cross the bridge over Rodeo Creek from the parking area to two trails that 

offer great birding. The Black Phoebe Trail borders a riparian woodland then angles 

uphill as the Whipsnake Trail, giving access to an oak forest. Alternatively, the 

Windmill Trail to the right of the bridge borders a grassland and a narrow riparian 

corridor before heading up into the oaks. Join us on this inaugural trip and celebrate 

the amazing avian diversity of this unique place!

“Birding the Carquinez Loop Trail” was funded in part by the Richard & Rhoda 

Goldman Fund, The San Francisco Foundation, PG&E, the Coastal Conservancy and 

an anonymous donor. 

Request your Carquinez guide by visiting www.sfbbo.org.

By Alvaro Jaramillo, SFBBO Biologist
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programs, we have the ability to track 

long-term trends in San Fran-

cisco Bay bird populations, assess 

the health of habitats, and inform 

management decisions that address 

conservation challenges of concern to 

resource agencies, policymakers, and 

California citizens. 

The future of the San Francisco Bay 

Area is one of renewal and resto-

ration of habitats, but also one of 

continued threats of habitat loss and 

degradation from climate change and 

development. More than ever, the data 

collected by our biologists are inte-

gral to shaping the future of the San 

Francisco Bay for birds, for wildlife, 

and for humans. We look forward to 

continuing our long-term research 

and monitoring programs, and to 

asking directed and applied research 

questions to help meet tomorrow’s 

management challenges. Also this 

year, you’ll witness a huge growth in 

our outreach programs as we extend 

our bird conservation activities to 

local neighborhoods and corporations. 

Finally, the celebration of our suc-

cesses would not be complete without 

you—our donors, members, and 

volunteers. As supporters of the San 

Francisco Bay Bird Observatory, you 

recognize the value of long-term data 

in guiding conservation actions and 

offer us your time, skills and money. 

It is only through you that all of this 

work has been possible. I invite you to 

celebrate with us at the fi rst of many 

anniversary events, our 30th Anni-

versary Dinner on March 31st.

By Jill Demers, SFBBO Executive Director

YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER.

WESTERN TANAGER.
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Volunteer Appreciation Party
This year, we’ll host all of our volunteers at our Annual Volunteer Appreciation 

Party on Thursday, May 12th, 6:30 -8:30 p.m. Please save this date! This is our time 

to honor YOU and all of your hard work. Who does most of the observing, moni-

toring, counting, capturing, banding and recording of all these birds? You do! We 

would not be able to complete our research without you. Please come and celebrate 

all of our shared achievements with Bird Observatory staff and fellow volunteers. 

Enjoy good food, great people, 30 years of avian research, and of course, our local 

birds. The location will be announced soon. Check our website at www.sfbbo.org 

for more information. Please RSVP to Kathi Kendrick at kkendrick@sfbbo.org or 

408.946.6548 x 10.

Volunteers are a crucial part of our work. Each year you give thousands of hours of 

valuable work to the San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory. We appreciate that when we 

put out the call for people to help—surveys, bird banding, data entry, habitat restora-

tion, net repair, or offi ce work—you respond with enthusiasm and commitment! The 

work of the Bird Observatory is for the birds, but it’s also for the humans who share 

their environment, to provide opportunities for people to be directly involved in the 

nature and science of the San Francisco Bay Area.

Volunteering…Is for the Birds!

SHANNON MCMAHON, 

member since 2007. Participates 

in colonial waterbird and 

shorebird surveys. Volunteers at 

the Coyote Creek Field Station.

SPIKE MARLOWE, member since 

1989. Participates in colonial 

waterbird, Snowy Plover, gull 

colony and shorebird surveys.

Volunteers for the Avian Disease 

Prevention Program.

SANDY MOORE, member 

since 2001. Volunteers as our 

Membership Manager. Fall 

Challenge fundraiser and former 

bird bander. 

TOM STEWART, member since 

2002. Volunteers as a bird 

bander. Participates in gull 

colony surveys.

JOHN ROBESON, member since 

2008. Oversees management of 

our photo library. Participates 

in colonial waterbird, banded 

gull and shorebird surveys.

BILL HEPBURN, member since 

2004. Participates in gull 

banding and gull colony 

surveys. Provides technical 

support for field projects. 

Volunteers for the Avian Disease 

Prevention Program.

How Will You Help 
this Year?

Thank you to every Bird Observatory 

member! You believe that research 

and stewardship are essential to a 

healthy community. Your support 

makes our programs possible. Here 

is a sample of the programs we will 

carry out because of your generosity 

in 2011.

• California Gull Research & Moni-

toring. With the breaching of Pond 

A6 in November 2010—and the dis-

placement of the largest California 

Gull colony in the South Bay (over 

23,000 birds)—we have the chal-

lenge in the 2011 breeding season to 

research where displaced gulls go 

and how they impact other breeding 

waterbirds.

• Snowy Plover Recovery Program. 

As the restoration of Pond A6 and 

others progress, more plovers will 

need to nest in less pond habitat. 

We are implementing experimen-

tal studies to determine how to 

increase the number of nesting 

plovers in the Bay.

• Cargill Salt Pond Monitoring. 

These active salt ponds are impor-

tant to monitor as large-scale 

changes occur on the landscape. 

Pond-dependent species displaced 

by the restoration projects may 

move to these ponds from newly 

restored tidal marshes.

• Coyote Creek Field Station.

We continue the enduring program 

of collecting avian information 

within one of the South Bay’s largest 

remaining riparian habitats. We 

invite you to visit the fi eld station 

or join us for a “Bird in the Hand” 

banding demonstration.

Please donate to science and habitat 

conservation in the San Francisco 

Bay Area. Your gift in 2011 sends a 

clear message that you support avian 

research throughout our unique and 

ever-changing ecosystem. 

Please send your gift today.
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California has lost 95% of its riparian 

vegetation, making restorations an im-

portant tool to provide riparian habitat. 

The San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory 

partnered with the Urban Creeks Coun-

cil, a nonprofi t dedicated to preserving, 

protecting, and restoring urban streams 

and riparian habitats, to study the poten-

tial benefi ts of urban riparian creek res-

toration in western Contra Costa County, 

California for riparian-associated birds. 

To do this, Bird Observatory biolo-

gists surveyed birds bimonthly from 

April to September, 2009 and 2010. We 

conducted these surveys at fi ve riparian 

restoration sites previously restored by 

the Urban Creeks Council. Most of these 

sites were located in heavily urbanized 

landscapes, varied in size between 0.240 

and 3.471 acres, and varied in resto-

ration years from 1987 to 2009. Sites 

include one site on Rheem Creek, two 

sites on Wildcat Creek, and two sites at 

Baxter Creek. From these surveys, we 

calculated total bird abundance, density 

(birds/acre), species richness (species/

site), and determined the instances of 

riparian-obligate species. 

Most of these sites are small in size, 

and we were astounded to observe a 

total of 1,597 birds of 55 unique species 

during this study. We were surprised 

to fi nd that bird density was negatively 

related with area size, with the smallest 

site exhibiting greatest bird density and 

the largest site having the lowest bird 

density (Figure 1). Conversely, species 

richness was positively related with area 

size of the restoration (Figure 2). We 

also detected six riparian-obligate spe-

cies at the sites, including Black-headed 

Grosbeak, Orange-crowned Warbler, 

Song Sparrow, Willow Flycatcher, 

Wilson’s Warbler, and Yellow Warbler. 

We found no trend in the occurrence of 

riparian-obligate species between sites. 

Science Feature

Can Urban Riparian Restoration Support Birds?

At our Coyote Creek Field Station, 

previous research showed that bird 

abundance and species richness 

increased with time since restoration, 

following a general pattern seen in 

other studies where old restoration sites 

showed greater species richness rela-

tive to young restoration sites. However, 

at the western Contra Costa County 

sites, the age of restoration infl uenced 

bird communities far less than the area 

size of the restoration. These sites are 

unique as they are highly urbanized 

and riparian habitat is limited. Due to 

these factors, bird response may differ 

greatly at these sites compared to a site 

like Coyote Creek Field Station. 

Riparian habitats and restorations 

provide habitat for a variety of bird spe-

cies. The urban restorations completed 

by the Urban Creeks Council provides 

habitat for riparian bird species within 

an urbanized environment. It is likely 

that these restorations are especially 

important to migrating birds and 

immature individuals dispersing from 

their natal sites. As urban areas con-

tinue to grow, understanding bird use of 

urban habitats and riparian restorations 

will be critically important to preserve 

migratory bird populations. 

By Jill Demers, SFBBO Executive Director, 

and Josh Scullen, SFBBO Biologist

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5 4

Sp
ec

ie
s 

ric
hn

es
s 

(s
pe

ci
es

/s
ite

)

Site size (acres)

FIGURE 1. Bird density at five urban riparian restoration sites in W. Contra Costa County, CA, 2009 – 2010.

FIGURE 2. Species richness at five urban riparian restoration sites in W. Contra Costa County, 2009 – 2010.
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Sunday, March 27th, 12 – 3 pm

RSVP

birding shadow cliffs
site: shadow cliffs east bay regional 
park, pleasanton
Join Rich Cimino of Ohlone Audu-

bon for an easy afternoon of birding. 

Shadow Cliffs borders the Arroyo Del 

Valle—home of a signifi cant heron, egret 

and cormorant rookery. Participants 

can also expect to see several species of 

waterfowl, and we will comb a riparian 

trail lined with Cottonwood and Black 

Walnut. This may yield a surprise or two. 

This trip is in collaboration with Ohlone 

Audubon and Alameda Creek Alliance. 

The Bird Observatory monitors Shadow 

Cliffs rookery as part of the Colonial 

Waterbird Program. Please join us for 

this informative walk. 

  

Calendar

walk: RSVP to outreach@sfbbo.org or 

408.946.6548. Space is limited to 20 people. 

There is no fee for this walk.

accessible: Please contact the Outreach 

Director so that we can coordinate with you.

special event

volunteer activity

Saturday, April 16th, 9 am -12 pm

RSVP

mare island exploration
site: mare island, vallejo
Join Wally NeVille and Robin Leong, 

Napa Solano Audubon Society fi eld 

guides, and Mare Island Shoreline 

Heritage Preserve co-manager/natu-

ralist Brian Collett for a morning of 

birding Mare Island. Expect to see 

several species of raptors and search for 

shorebirds, waterfowl and songbirds 

in varied habitats from cultural land-

scapes, including the U.S. Navy’s oldest 

cemetery in the west, to woodlands, 

tidal and seasonal wetlands and open 

bay. Optional: Stay for lunch and a visit 

to St. Peter’s Chapel with Myrna Hayes, 

co-manager of the Preserve and Mare 

Island history guide.

   

Saturday, April 23rd, 8:30 – 10:30 am

RSVP

a bird in the hand
site: coyote creek field station, 
milpitas
Tour the Bird Observatory’s banding 

station and meet the Coyote Creek Field 

Station Manager, Josh Scullen. Learn 

about the Bird Observatory’s bird 

banding research and see several dif-

ferent species up close. We will tour mist 

nets, watch a bird banding demonstra-

tion, and explore a restored riparian 

habitat. Please join us and learn why bird 

banding is so important for protecting 

birds and their habitats. RSVP required. 

We will meet at the Borders Bookstore 

parking lot in McCarthy Ranch, Mil-

pitas. In the event of rain, the tour will 

be cancelled. Free for members. $10 for 

non-members.

Saturday, May 21st, 9 am - 12 pm

RSVP

birding franklin canyon 
hills
site: fernandez ranch, martinez
Come for a walk in the beautiful Frank-

lin Canyon Hills with Cheryl Abel, a 

fantastic birder and a ranger for the John 

Muir National Historic Site. 

Owned by the Muir Heritage Land Trust, 

Fernandez Ranch opened to the public in 

June 2010. Expect to see nesting activity 

among woodland birds as well as rap-

tors over open grasslands. Late spring 

wildfl owers such as Gold Nuggets will be 

along the trail. 

  

Tuesday, March 15th (instruction) 6:30 – 9 pm;

Thursday, March 17th (instruction and fi eld trip) 6:30 – 9 pm;

Saturday, March 19th (fi eld trip) TBA

owls
Owls have a loyal following, including people who generally 

don’t pay much attention to birds. Why are owls so special? 

It may be that owls seem so mysterious to us—sleeping while 

we are awake and becoming active at night. Of course, owls 

can be diffi cult to see and fi nd, and are well known for hav-

ing amazing hearing. This workshop will address identifi -

cation, habitat and how to fi nd the local owls. We will also 

learn more about individual species and their fascinating 

ecology and behavior. We will study their sounds and get 

participants ready to go and fi nd owls in the fi eld. We are 

excited to get out and see these amazing creatures! 

 

Tuesday, May 10th and Friday, May 13th (instruction) 6:30 – 9 pm;

Sunday, May 15th (fi eld trip) TBA

understanding and enjoying migration
Nothing in birding and ornithology is as exciting as migra-

tion! Since ancient times, birds have migrated throughout 

the world, capturing our imaginations. Today we have many 

more tools at our disposal to understand migration, and 

begin to explain how these little creatures do it. This course 

is an introduction to, and a summary of, bird migration with 

a focus on recent study techniques and fi ndings. Also, we 

will learn about our local birds and get a sense of where they 

go and how they accomplish it. The fi eld trip will take us to 

places where we can see some local migrant birds, landbirds 

and shorebirds, brush up on identifi cation and fi nd out where 

they are going. Great for the beginning birder and up. 

 

Workshops for the Birder and Naturalist - 2011 
W ITH:  Alvaro Jaramillo, SFBBO Senior Biologist            SITE:  Sobrato Center for Nonprofits in Milpitas and San Jose
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COLONIAL WATERBIRD from cover

monitored this year, one in the PG&E 

towers adjacent to the Dumbarton Bridge 

and one on pond A18 in Alviso. The larg-

est Double-crested Cormorant colonies 

were at Steinberger Slough in Redwood 

City (162 nests) and northern Lake Mer-

ced in San Francisco (88 nests). 

Terns and Gulls

Forster’s Terns nesting in the South Bay 

increased to 930 nests in 2010, com-

pared to 841 nests in 2009. The largest 

colony in 2010 was at Hayward Shore-

line with 614 nests, nearly double this 

colony’s size in 2009. The colony on pond 

B1 in Mountain View increased by 89% 

between 2009 and 2010 to 37 nests. The 

colony on pond B2 declined from 181 

nests in 2009 to 10 nests in 2010. The 

size of Forster’s Terns colonies can vary 

greatly between years and, likewise, 

their numbers can fl uctuate annually 

Bay-wide. Despite this variation, this 

species has been slowly declining in the 

South Bay since 1982. 

Caspian Terns have declined greatly in 

the South Bay since the Bird Observatory 

recorded 1,900 individuals in 1981. In 

2010, Bird Observatory volunteers moni-

tored only three Caspian Tern nests, all 

at Agua Vista Park in San Francisco, and 

our partners at Oregon State University 

recorded only two Caspian Tern nests at 

Eden Landing Ecological Reserve, com-

pared to 147 nests there in 2009. Brooks 

Island remains the largest colony, with 

approximately 500 nests (OSU, unpub-

lished data).

We documented 23,026 California 

Gull nests in the South Bay in 2010, more 

than in any previous year. California 

Gulls have increased rapidly in the South 

Bay since the fi rst nests were discovered 

by Bird Observatory volunteers in 1980 

(Figure 1). The largest California Gull 

colony was located on pond A6 in the 

Alviso salt pond complex. A6 held just 

over 50% of the total nests in the South 

Bay in 2010. Pond A6 was restored to 

tidal action in December 2010 as part 

of the South Bay Salt Pond Restoration 

Project, likely displacing thousands of 

nesting gulls. 

SFBBO is studying where these dis-

placed gulls will nest during the 2011 

breeding season. We will be calling 

on volunteers to help us look for new 

California Gull colonies, particularly in 

areas along the coast, in the North San 

Francisco Bay and in the Central Valley. 

We thank the San Francisco Bay Bird 

Observatory volunteers as this data-

set would not be possible without their 

efforts. This work has been supported by 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the 

California State Coastal Conservancy, 

and San Francisco Estuary Partnership. 

Most importantly, this work has been 

supported by the members of the San 

Francisco Bay Bird Observatory—it is 

this support which allowed the collection 

and maintenance of this dataset for 30 

years. We sincerely thank you for your 

generosity.

Are you interested in volunteering for 

our Colonial Waterbird Program? Email 

Caitlin Robinson-Nilsen at cnilsen@

sfbbo.org. The full Colonial Waterbird 

Program report can be found on our 

website (www.sfbbo.org/science).

By Caitlin Robinson-Nilsen, SFBBO 

Waterbird Program Director
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Thank you new and returning members, and 

generous donors, October – December 2010

Pa rtner $1,0 0 0+
Stephen Eccles, Barry and Virginia Langdon-

Lassagne, Yvette Leung and Liwen Mah, Michael 

Mammoser, Spike Marlowe, S.B. Meyer, David 

Presotto and Caryl Carr 

Sponsor $50 0 - $999
Charles and Joan Coston, Cecilia Craig, Eric 

Goodill, Robert Hindle, Jan Hintermeister, Anne 

Kelley, Carl and Shirley Larson, John McLemore 

and Clysta Seney, Troy and Corina Rahmig, Jan 

Smith

Susta iner $2 50 - $499
Jim Collins, George Chrisman, Dr. Christine 

Doyle, James Heckenbach, Richard and 

Christine Jeffers, Vivek and Leena Khanzode, 

Patty McGann, Shannon McMahon, John Moore, 

Byron and Elizabeth Ryono, Thomas Stewart and 

Martha Castillo

Con tr ibu tor $10 0 - $2 49
Allison Angstadt, George Bing, William Black, 

Vern Bothwell, Connie Bowencamp, John 

Bredehoft, Phyllis Browning, Joelle Buffa, 

Michael Christopherson, Bill and Jean Clark, 

Ranit Cohen, Allison Connor, Anne Creevy, Jon 

and Catherine d’Alessio, William Danielson, 

Jacqueline Deely, Joseph DiAndrea and Kathy 

Harris, Marianne Dieckmann, Clyde and 

Barbara Dodder, Matthew Dodder, Cliff Drowley, 

Ernest Eastman, Noney Eckert, Edwin and Mary 

Jane Ehmke, Steve and Marcia Ellis, Carol 

Eyheralde, Arleen Feng, Susie and Dave 

Formenti, Harold Fukuma, Charla Gabert and 

David Frane, Eugene and Anna Gaenslen, 

Thomas Grey, Reid and Sharon Gustafson, 

Dolores Hansen, Ann Hardesty, Lee Harnett, 

Rosemary and Robert Heil, Robert Hirt, Kirsten 

Holmquist, Richard and Terry Horrigan, Jordan 

Irving, Carol Jordan and Paul Dummel, Juniper 

Networks Matching Gift Program, Kristine 

Karnos, Suzanne Keith, Roland Kenner and 

Patricia Kenny, Mark and Petra Kinsman, Kay 

Klumb, Michael Korek, Susan Kritzik, Martha 

Kudlacik, David Kutilek, Leslie Larson and 

Michael Bennett, Charlotte Lee, Rosalie 

Lefkowitz, Robin Leong, Mary Lorey, Julie and 

Robert MacLean, Dean Manley, Larry and Judie 

Manning, Virginia Marshall, James Martin, 

Mary Massee, Barbara McLauchlin, Andrew 

Melnick, Microsoft Giving Campaign, Nora 

Mihelick, Sandy and Steve Moore, T. Charles and 

Meredith Moore, Dolores Morrison, Whitney 

Mortimer, Jack and Mary Ellen Morton, Donna 

Nicoletti, Caitlin and Christian Nilsen, Charlotte 

Nolan, Susan Patrick, Rai-Fone Peng, Regina 

Phelps, Elizabeth Porter, Catherine Priest, 

Barney Quinn, Mary Lou Ramsey, D.D.S. and 

Sam Haskins, John and Lucy Robinson, Michael 

and Alma Kali Rogers, Annemarie Rosengreen, 

Patricia Rouzer, D.C., Wynn Sasaki, Harry 

Savage, Michael and Wendy Chackwitz, Brenda 

Senturia, Paul and Kathleen Sidenblad, Nancy 

Silva, Robin Winslow Smith, Jana Sokale, Larry 

Spivak, Don Starks and Carol Woodward, William 

and Florence Stone, Susan Teefy, John Treichler 

and Sally Wood, Jennifer Umstattd, Bill Walker 

and Mary Wisnewski, Bob and Carol Yutzy

Fr iend $60 - $99
Don Arnold, Valerie Baldwin, William Bigler, 

William Bilobran, Juliette Bryson, Roy Carlson, 

Chih Tung Chen, Paul and Marijane Chestnut, 

Rita and Rob Colwell, Jill and Scott Demers, 

Theodore and Catherine Dolton, Gerry Ellis, Don 

and Margaret Emery, Sandra Gant, Laurie 

Graham and Jeff Fairclough, Peter Grunow, 

Roberta Guise, Joan and David Hadden, Janet and 

Jay Hanson, Caroline Harris, Nancy Hay, Kathi 

and Paul Kendrick, Barbara Kendrick, Ashok 

Khosla, Charlotte Kisling, C.P. Krieger, Kathleen 

Lee, Scott Lehrbaum, John Luther, Stacy Moskal, 

Mike O’Brien, Vicki Ortiz, Gina Robertson, Cindy 

Roessler, Ron Roman, Steve and Heather 

Rottenborn, Fred Schulenburg, Joshua Scullen, 

Dana Slauson, Linda Swanson, Bill Wagman, 

Carol Webb, Meredith Williams, Ed and Marilyn 

Wojcik, Lou and Jean Young

Ba sic $40 - $59
Cheryl and Alan Abel, Adobe Systems 

Incorporated, Norman and Melvia Akita, Jr., 

Wanda Alexander, Mary Ann Allan, Connie 

Armitage, Chris Bard, Eleanor Bassler, Pete 

Bloom, Barbara Borthwick, Bryan Bosza, John and 

Becky Bradley, Robert Briggs, Cathy Brown, David 

Brown, Karalee Brune, Kate Bycroft, Emil 

Caluori, Alfred Chase, Chet Clark, Charles 

Collins, John Colwell, M.D., Jennifer Daggy, 

Deborah Deegan, Mick and Kris Diede, Michelle 

Eaton, Andrea Eyring and Ken Smith, Rebecca 

Feind, Jean D. Fiske, Norma Foss, Robert 

Fournier, Nicolette Gamache, Dennis Geiler, 

Frank Gibson, Thomas Goodier, Patricia Greene, 

Nancy and Herbert Greenfi eld, Dorothy Gregor, 

Bridget Greuel, Elan Hahn, Eleanor Hansen, Aiko 

and Kaz Hayashi, Ann Hepenstal and Ronny Tey, 

Richard Herder, Ralph Hofmeister, Grant Howe, 

Sheri Howe, William Hull, Nancy Issel-Mayes and 

Guy Mayes, Rebecca Jackrel, R. Kent Johnson, 

Robert Jones, Denise Kato, Theresa Keyes, Gerald 

and Rosette Koch, Marion Krause, Michael and 

Carolyn Kulakofsky, William Lidicker, Jr., Joseph 

and Mari Mammoser, Florence Manning, M. Kay 

Matthews, Robert May, Kristy McCumby, David 

McIntyre, Eileen McLaughlin, Peter Metropulos, 

Patricia Michelin, Brooke Miller, Joseph Morlan 

and Robbie Fischer, John Murphy, Connie Nelson, 

Peter Ohara and Pat Margis, Martha O’Neal, 

Stephen and Laurie Pakula, Margaret and C.J. 

Panton, Ken Phenicie, Jr., John Pierce, M.D., 

Patricia Polentz, Michael Pollack, Dorothy Quate, 

Mark Raven, Bill Rhoades, Cynthia Rittenhouse, 

Renato Roscher and Lisa Hatamoto, Phyllis 

Sasaki, Carley Schacter, Peter Seubert, Mitchell 

Sewell, Kathryn Shepard, Dan Singer, Shoba 

Sinha, Sheila Sousa, Louisa Squires, Geetha 

Srikantan, Julie Stallman, Donald Steffen, Mark 

and Mary Stoering, Dick and Carol Sweetapple, 

Ed Temple, Susan Thomas, Phil and Heather 

Thorp, Sara Timby and John Rawlings, Francis 

Toldi, Arthur Traum, Le Truong, Joanne Wallin, 

Cary Warren, Mary Whittaker, Mary Williams 

and Robert Paull, Margaret Wilson, Larry 

Yamasaki, Gerald Young

And thank you to dozens of people who gave up to 

$40 each to help us meet our $10,000 goal!
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524 Valley Way
Milpitas, CA 95035

www.sfbbo.org

San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory’s 30th Anniversary Dinner 
Celebrating Avian Science
Join us for an evening commemorating San Francisco Bay Bird 

Observatory’s 30 years of bird research and habitat conservation in 

the San Francisco Bay Area. On Thursday, March 31, 2011, we host 

our 30th Anniversary Dinner at Vahl’s Restaurant and Lounge in 

Alviso, and celebrate our legacy, our community and the partner-

ships that empower our work.

Our featured speaker is Paul Rogers, the award-winning Natural Resources and 

Environmental reporter for the San Jose Mercury News and the Managing Editor of 

Quest, a multimedia series of KQED. He has written extensively about Bay Area sci-

ence and ecology for 15 years. Paul will discuss some of the big environmental issues 

of 2011, and how the media, in general, decides what environmental news to cover.

Celebrate your partnership with us! Reservations are required for this event. Your 

invitation will arrive in the mail soon. If you don’t want to wait for the details, you 

can go to www.sfbbo.org/support/Anniversary.php, or contact Stephanie Ellis at 

sellis@sfbbo.org or 408.946.6548. Celebrate the Birds! 

PAUL ROGERS

AMERICAN AVOCET.

Birding and Educational 
Opportunities Abound
Check out our calendar on page 5. 

We have an abundance of activities 

lined up this spring! Whether you 

would like to explore Mare Island, 

view a bird banding demonstra-

tion at our Coyote Creek Field 

Station or participate in an owl 

workshop with Biologist Alvaro 

Jaramillo, we are guaranteed to 

have something for you. You can 

also view our activities page online 

by going to www.sfbbo.org and 

clicking “Activities”.

Wingbeat, our Monthly 
E-Newsletter
Every month we send out Wing-

beat, our electronic newsletter 

with updates on our research and 

monitoring projects, and other 

information you don’t get in the 

quarterly Bay Bird Review. You’ll 

fi nd new activities, links to online 

resources, and stories about the 

birding world. Send us your email 

address to start receiving your 

monthly report. We promise we’ll 

never, ever share your email ad-

dress. Contact outreach@sfbbo.org 

to sign up for Wingbeat. 

PHOTO BY STEVE ZAMEK
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