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SAN PABLo BAY WATERFOWLASSOCIATION
INVITE YoU TOASIRL OIN B9C

On
are

Saturday, June 8th, the San Pablo Bay Waterfowlers
sponsoring a BBQ to benefit SFBBO at the Pinole

Sportsmens Club in Pinole, Califomia. The festivities
begin at 12:30 p.m. with cocktails and luncheon to be
served at 2:00. Immediately following the luncheon
there will be an auction and raffle of donated art,

jewelry, hunting paraphernalia, etc. The price is $25.00
per person and all proceeds will benefit the San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory.

Auction items have been donated by such artists as
Robert Steiner a framed duck stamp print, Wild Bryde
jewelry and much more. We have less than 30 tickets
available, so if you're interested in attending this benefit,
don't wait too long. Contact Don at the Observatory
office to reserve yourticket.

SFBBO/AUuDUBON CANYON RANCH TO
CoOPERATE ON COLONIAL BIRDS

San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory and Audubon

Canyon Ranch (ACR) of Bolinas have entered into a
new cooperative agreement to monitor Colonial
breeding

birds throughout the nine Bay Area counties. SFBBO
and ACR will gather and exchange data collected on
Herons and Egrets in particular and all colonial nesting
birds in general. Volunteers of ACR have been scouring
the North Bay for heron and egret colonies this
past

year. SFBBO has been expanding its coverage of the
long term Colonial Nesting Surveys (which not only
include herons and egrets, but also gulls, terns, cormorants and swallows) into the North
Bay in the last two
years. By sharing data with ACR, SFBBO can greatly
enhance this effort. ACR benefits greatly by having
access to our volunteers and data for its heron and
egret
project. "This promises to be an exciting venture that will
benefit both SFBBO nd ACR by providing a
widespread
baseline data on colonial nesting birds over the entire

Bay Area", says SFBBO Executive Director, Don Starks.
SFBBO is now looking for volunteers for its surveys in
the South Bay this season. We also need information on
Out
colonies of Great Blue Herons in the
Bay
away from the Bay shore (even single nests). If you are
eager and interested contact the Bird Observatory at
(408) 946-6548.
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Harbor Sealsofthe San Francisco Bay Region
wwww

byDiane Kopeck
The earliest reports of harbor seals in
San Francisco Bay identify Mowry
Slough as a major rookery with
"hundreds of seals" sprawled along
the mudflats and tidal marshes. One
hundred years later, a drive along the
levees bordering the area present a
sometimes unnerving contrast
between the South Bay's historical
marshes and the region's industrial
development. Yet, keeping to their
side of the levee, the harbor seals still
haul out at Mowry, San Francisco
Bay's largest rookery and one of five
major haul out sites in the bay.

duction.

chemistries are used to assess the
general heath of the seals sampled.

Blood samples obtained from seals
have been analyzed for selected

Radiotelemetry tracking monitors the

chlorinated hydrocarbons, heavy
metals and selenium. Forty seals
were sampled in SFB in 1989/90,
and, for comparison, in 1989 six seals
were sampled in Southern Puget
Sound. Detectable levels of DDE
(95%) and PCBs (76%) were found in
the majority of SFB seals sampled in
1989 (n=21). Males dominated this
sample group (n=16) with an average
DDE level of 18+2.6 ppm lipid wt. and

harbor seals season movement

patterns within and outside of SFB
Using head-mounted transmitters, 38
seals were tagged in 1989/90 at sites
in both north and south SFB. Preliminary resuts indicate substantial
mixing within the SFB seal popula-

tion, depending upon breeding
activities and prey availability. Some
exchange has been documented with
coastal populations.

an average PCB residue of 102+24.9

Little scientific attention was given to
Mowry's seals until the early 1970's
when Lyman Fancher began more
than a decade of study of the popula-

During our next year of research the

ppm lipid wt. Sampled females (n-5),
primarily subadults, had an average
DDE concentration of 10.8+3.72 ppm
lipid wt. PCBs were detected in only
one female (72 ppm lipid wt.). No
PCBs (<5.0 ppb wet wt.) or DDE

study will expand to include scat
analysis for prey identification,
locating the primary seasonal feeding
grounds and more detailed pollutant
and health analyses. Through these

survey of harbor seals, a group effort

(<50.0 ppb wet wt.) were detected in

efforts we hope to increase our

led by Robert Risebrough. Their
work reported a maximum spring
breeding season count of approximately 400 seals, and aerial counts
over the next 15 years found n0
change in the population count. This
absence of growth in the bay population, despite a doubling, over the
same time period, of the spring count
of seals at the coastal sites along Pt.
Reyes, prompted our current study of
the heath and status of San Francisco Bay's harbor seals.

seals, all male, sampled in Southern
Puget Sound. Detectable levels of

understanding of the status and
health of the harbor seals, their

cadmium, copper, lead, nickel,

environment and their future at

mercury and selenium were present
in the majority of seals sampled.

Mowry Slough and throughout San
Francisco Bay.

In addition to pollutant analyses,
hematology including complete blood

(Portions of this article will appear in
the 1991 Wildlife 2001 Conference

counts and a full range of serum

Proceedings)

tion. In the mid 70's, Fancher's work

became part of the first bay-wide

Harbor seals' requirement for
nearshore habitat has placed them in
polluted environments associated
with coastal urban activities, with
often serious consequences. The

persistent decline of the seal popula
tion in the Dutch Wadden Sea has

been partially attributed to PCB
ontamination.
In 1989 we began research on the
accumulation level of toxic pollutants
in San Francisco Bay (SFB) harbor
seals (Phoca vitulina) in relation to
their movements, heath and repro
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Thanks For Your Support
Since donations are the life blood of any non-profit
organization, SFBBO would like to recognize and thank
those donors who so generously support our projects. In
the future the following services and items will be
presented to the donor to show our thanks and apprecia-

tion for their support:

Donation

Gift

$150 T-shirt
$250 T-shirt and a class of your
choice
T-shirt, class, and a watch
$500
with SFBBO logo
$1000 T-shirt, class, watch, and
an SFBBO tour

DONATIONS
The Bird Observatory greatly appreciates the
donation of $450 from the Leslie Salt Co. for the
purchase of waders and new life jackets. This
badly needed equipment will come just in time
for the many on going projects this breeding
season. SFBBO is thankful for Leslie Salt's
Support and contribution.

CLASSES AND TOURS REMAINING FOR 1991
SFBBO still has room in the following classes and tours remaining for this year. New classes in the works for next

year are snakes and lizards of the bay area, a beginning birdwatching course, and hawk identfication which will be taught
by Allen Fish the director of the Golden Gate Raptor Observatory.

INSTRUCTOR

DATE

COST

Sparrow ldentification

Don Starks

May 9

Flycatcher 1D

Paul Noble

May 29

$35 members
$50 nonmembers
$35

Shorebird Identification

Don Starks

Aug 14

$50
$50

Duck ldentification

Paul Noble

Nov 6

$30

CLASS TITLE

$65
$45
In Adition to the above classes the observatory still has one remaining tour for 1991: Southeast Arizona. This is
aways a popular trip for our members and participation is limited.

DESTINATION/DESCAIPTION
Southeast Arizona

LEADERS

DATE

COSI

Paul Noble

Aug 3-11

$170 members

Don Starks

$185 nonmembers

New tours being planned for next year include Kern River Weekend, Winter Michigan Weekend, Death Valley

Weekend, and Robinson Flat Weekend.

The Bird Observatory is located at 1290 Hope St. in Alviso. The
office is open from 1-5 pm weekdays and some weekends. But
before stopping in, call (408) 946-6548 and check the schedule.

Knapp Study

The General Membership meetings are held biannually. The
Board meetings are open to the membership and are held

Survey trips for the Knapp Study are continuing every
other Sunday starting at 8:00 a.m. Listed below are
dates scheduled through the month of Julyl 1991. Your
help is needed, no matter what your level of experience.
If you are interested in this study, contact the Bird
Observatory office at (408) 946-6548.

monthly. Cll the Observatory office for dates and times.

The newsletter is a bimonthly publication. Send contributions to
the editor: Susie Formenti, 16675 Buckskin Ct., Morgan Hill, CA.,
95037. The deadline is the first Monday of the previous month.
The San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory is a non-profit
corporation under IRS statute 501(c)3. All membershlps and
contributions are tax deductlble.

Sunday

May 19

Sunday

June 2
June 16

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

Sunday

June 30
July 7
July 21

Refuge Environmentol

N

Education Center
Alviso Morina
ElIzooen

SFBBO

LOS Esero,
Grond
Bvd

@lor St

Hwy. T01
1

Executive Director
Don Starks

Hwy. 237

Board of Directors

Paul L.Noble President
Ginny Becchine Vice-President
Lou Young
Vice-President
Janet Hanson Secretary
Lou Young
Treasurer
Susie Formenti Newsletter Editor
Tom Espersen

Thank You..

VA

Darrell Gray
Jan Dierks

The Editor would like to

thank Jean and Pat

Dubois for theirhelpwiththe newsletter

mailing.
San Francisco Bay
Bird Observatory

Iwould like to join

in the San Francisco
P.O. Box 247
1290 Hope Street
Alviso, CA 95002

408-946-6548

Renew my membership U
Bay Bird Observatory.

Student/Senior
Regular
Family
Associate

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY

Contributing
Sustaining9
_STATE

Make chedks payable to SFBBO. Your

_ZIP_

membership is tax deductible.

$10
$15
$20
$50
$100
$200

Life
Patron

$400

Corporation

$50

$2000

Single payment becomes part
of an endowment fund.

