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Director’s Message
The fall season is an exciting time for
bird life in the Bay. Many are using
the estuary as a stopover point on
their long-distance migrations south,
while others prepare to overwinter
locally. The fall is also an exciting
time at SFBBO. Some of our programs
wrap up their field seasons, like our
Snowy Plover and Colonial Waterbird
Programs. Others, like our Landbird
Program at SFBBO’s Coyote Creek
Field Station and our Waterbird Program, shift into high gear as migrating birds increase the diversity and
abundance of birds in the Bay.
Each fall, I particularly enjoy the
added excitement that comes with
SFBBO’s annual California Fall
Challenge (CFC). This year, during
the CFC—SFBBO’s largest fundraising campaign of the year—we hope
to raise $28,000 to support our
science and outreach programs in
their efforts to conserve birds and
their habitats. During the monthlong campaign (Sept 13-Oct 12), we’ll
host more than 20 bird-watching
trips and other events designed to
show our supporters the incredible
diversity of bird life in the Bay Area.
In addition to many of the longstanding trips that are so popular
each fall, this year we’ll also offer the
organization’s first Kids’ Art Contest,
hold a new bird banding demonstration event just for families, and lead
several birdwalks to view species
and places that few people have the
chance to experience.
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Science Report

Pacific Flyway Shorebird Survey
Gains National Recognition
Pacific Flyway Shorebird Survey
Each fall since 2010, SFBBO has worked
with over 30 partners to carry out a
coordinated program led by Point
Blue Conservation Science to monitor
wintering shorebirds across 65 sites in
Washington, Oregon and California.
This effort, called the Pacific Flyway
Shorebird Survey (PFSS), is part of the
Migratory Shorebird Project, which
surveys birds across 10 countries from
Canada to Peru, and is the largest coordinated survey of shorebirds in the
Americas. The PFSS data is collected by
a combination of trained biologists and
more than 300 citizen scientists who are
experienced birders.
When shorebird data from all 65 sites
is evaluated over many years, it helps us
better understand how populations are
changing over time, which species are
at greatest risk, and which habitats are
most critical for their long-term survival. For migratory species like many of
these shorebirds, we need to understand
how populations are changing range-

wide to inform conservation activities.
Wintering Shorebirds in the South Bay
SFBBO’s role in this monitoring program is to coordinate surveys of wintering shorebirds in South San Francisco
Bay. On November 15, 2013, 19 SFBBO
citizen scientists and three staff surveyed nearly 90,000 shorebirds at 40
locations, from Eden Landing and Bair
Island down to the San Jose Wastewater
Treatment Facility. Highlights included:
hotspots in Newark and Eden Landing with 28,000+ and 14,000+ roosting
shorebirds, respectively; a Bar-tailed
Godwit recorded in an Alviso survey;
and an American Avocet banded by
USGS 7 or 8 years earlier. Overall, PFSS
surveys for the South Bay revealed
shorebird abundances that were similar
to those observed in 2012.
An Award Winning Effort
On March 12, 2014, Point Blue, SFBBO
and the other partner organizations,
received a “Wings Across the Americas
SCIENCE REPORT
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In addition, for the third year
running, we’ll also be conducting a
month-long Band-a-Thon to raise
funds specifically for our Coyote
Creek Field Station. During this year’s
CFC, we aim to raise $3,000 through
per-bird pledges or lump sum donations. H.T. Harvey & Associates, an
ecological consulting company based
in Los Gatos, has agreed to provide
a match of an additional $3,000 if
we reach our $3,000 goal, so please
consider making a donation to the
Band-a-Thon!
I’m excited to announce that our
CFC fundraising contest, Click Off
photo contest, and Mewaldt Cup
Bird-a-Thon competition will take
place again this year, and will include
fantastic prizes for the winners.
Prizes will include trips such as a
14 day birding trip to South Africa
with internationally recognized
Rockjumper Birding Tours, a trip
with Wildside Nature Tours, a boat
tour to explore the Farallon Islands
(with Oceanic Society Expeditions),
whale watching in Monterey Bay
(with Cheeseman’s Ecology Safaris),
and overnight stays at several B&Bs
located in prime bird-watching areas.
Prizes also include merchandise from
vendors like Patagonia, Los Gatos
Birdwatcher and REI, and visits to
San Francisco’s Exploratorium and
other exciting destinations.
Prizes will be awarded at our Annual
Meeting at Jasper Ridge Biological
Preserve in Woodside on Saturday,
October 18th. The meeting will also
feature bird walks, updates about
SFBBO’s science and outreach programs, and a silent auction (page 8).
I hope you’ll consider participating
in our CFC fundraising efforts this
year, by joining us for a trip or event,
supporting our Band-a-Thon and/
or Bird-a-Thon, participating in our
fundraising competition, or entering
our Click Off photo contest. However
you decide to join in, we appreciate
your support! Check out the pages
that follow, and our website, for more
information on how to get involved.
By Cat Burns, SFBBO Executive Director
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Our thanks to these supporters of the
San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory!
Thank you new and returning members and
generous donors January-June 2014
pa rtner $1,000+

Microsoft Giving Campaign, Motorola
Foundation, Michael and Wendy Schackwitz,
David Speer and Tiffany Choy

sponsor $500 - $999

Catherine Burns and Eric Palkovacs, Tom and
Carol Burns, Frances Escherich, Peter and Sue
LaTourrette, Donald Lewis, John McLemore and
Clysta Seney, Troy and Corina Rahmig

susta iner $250 - $499

Adobe Systems Incorporated, Liz and Bob
Bathgate, Christine Doyle and Michael Yessik,
Eric Feuss and Rebecca Alex, Bob and Diane
Garcia, Rosemary and Robert Heil, Jan
Hintermeister, Los Gatos Birdwatcher, Marge
Kolar, Jennifer Krauel, SSL Law Firm LLP, John
Moore, Byron and Elizabeth Ryono, Harry
Savage, Brenda Senturia, Thomas Stewart and
Martha Castillo, Jane Such, Nancy Teater and
Richard Johnsson, Monet Thomson, Lynne
Trulio, Rachel Wheeler, Erika Wilson

contribu tor $100 - $249

Cheryl and Alan John Abel, Greg Barsh, Joyce
Bartlett, Irene Beardsley and Dan Bloomberg,
Daniel Becker and Johanna van de Woestijne,
Barbara Bekins, Barbara Borthwick, John
Bredehoft, Eleanor Briccetti, Dave Brockmann,
Phyllis Browning, Caryl Carr and David
Presotto, Debra Chromczak, Charles Collins,
Charles and Joan Coston, Gordon and Carolyn
Davidson, Karen DeMello, Marshall Dinowitz,
Monica Donovan and James Kern, Don and
Margaret Emery, Kimberly Farrell, Robert
Fournier, Marilynn Gallaway, Eric Goodill,
Reyka Graber, Dorothy Gregor, Dolores Hansen,
William and Anne Hepburn, Lisa Hocevar,
Richard and Terry Horrigan, Steve Huckabone,
Sherry Hudson, Ph.D. and David Johnston, IBM
Corporation Matching Grant Program, Richard
and Christine Jeffers, Juniper Networks
Matching Gift Program, Michael Kern, Donna
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Lawrence, Celine Lielle, Cindy Lockhart, David
Loeb, Kristine Long and Jacques Gagne, John
Luther, Nancy Luthy, Gerard McChesney,
Shannon McMahon, Craig Newmark, Mike
O’Brien, Martha O’Neal, Kim Parker, Steve Patt
and Deborah Jamison, Richard Rairden, Gail
Richardson and David Austin, Eric Rock, Cindy
Roessler, Ann Ruffer, Ann Saponara, T.M.
Scruggs, Susan Semonoff and Stephen Sagar,
Martin and Barbara Sidor, Ohlone Audubon
Society, Elinor Spellman, Don Stang and Helen
Wickes, Madeleine Stovel, Richard Stovel, Jan
Talbert, Linda Vallee, Shawn Wagoner, Calvin
and Nancy Walters, III, Helene and Bob Weil,
Daniela Wersin, Peter and Dolores White, Bob
and Carol Yutzy

friend $60 - $99

Anonymous , Kendra Armer and Chris Dorger,
Marion Blau, Angela Boyle, John and Becky
Bradley, Alan Eisner, Janet Farmer, Mike and
Valerie Hancock, John Harris and Lisa Palermo,
Judy and Bill Hein, Linda Johnson, Kathi and
Paul Kendrick, Joanna and Ralph Koch, Michael
and Carolyn Kulakofsky, Theresa McGovern,
Tomas McKay, Dena Mossar and Paul Goldstein,
Thomas Olson, PPG Industries Foundation
Matching Gift Center, Mary Lou Ramsey, D.D.S.
and Sam Haskins, Diana Root, Ruth Troetschler,
George Wallace, Nancy Warner

stilt societ y

Bethany Krebs, Carole Hutchinson, Ed Lombard,
Gena Zolotar, Jacqueline Deely, Jan
Hintermeister, Janet and Jay Hanson, Jeanne
Fouts, Katherine Greene, Patricia Polentz, Sandy
and Steve Moore
Thank you to the 128 people who gave up to $59
each.

m atching corpor ate gifts

Thank you to our donors who doubled the power
of their gifts by participating in their company’s
matching gifts program. Please consider asking
your company to match your donation and
augment your support for bird and habitat
conservation.
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Award” from the U.S. Forest Service for promoting international cooperation
through participation in the PFSS and Migratory Shorebird Project. This award
recognized the partner organizations for leading a collaborative multi-national research program to protect shorebirds during a time of rapid environmental change.
Join us in 2014!
If you’d like to participate as a citizen scientist and help us collect data during the
2014 PFSS, please let us know! Contact SFBBO Waterbird Program Coordinator
Natalie Washburn at nwashburn@sfbbo.org or 408.946.6548 ext. 13. The 2014 survey will be carried out in mid to late November with at least 20 citizen scientists.
By Cat Burns, SFBBO Executive Director and
Natalie Washburn, SFBBO Waterbird Program Coordinator

WESTERN BURROWING OWL		

SUE PETTERSON

CALIFORNIA FALL CHALLENGE
Supporting Avian Conservation Science and Outreach

Accept the Challenge – Join the Fun
The 18th Annual California Fall Challenge is the time to celebrate your passion for Bay Area birds and help meet our mission
to conserve birds and their habitats through science and outreach. Please help us reach our goal of raising $28,000 during this
month-long series of events and support the important work of our science and outreach staff and volunteers! To participate,
visit www.sfbbo.org or call 408.946.6548. Participants who give at a level of $50 or more will receive the new 2014 CFC T-shirt!

Five Ways to Support SFBBO
SIGN UP FOR A GUIDED TRIP
Whether you are a birder, nature lover,
photographer, kayaker, or are interested in conservation science, there is
a CFC Guided Trip for you! See pages 4,
5, and 6 for a listing of trips.
BAND-A-THON CONTEST
Help fundraise for SFBBO’s Coyote
Creek Field Station banding program
by donating a set dollar amount per
bird captured at the Coyote Creek Field
Station or a lump sum from Septem-

ber 13th – October 12th. If we meet our
goal of raising $3,000 through our CFC
Band-a-Thon, H.T. Harvey & Associates
will make a matching gift of $3,000 to
support our field station! See page 5.
COMPETE IN THE CLICK OFF
PHOTO CONTEST
Share your best photos, support our
mission, win great prizes, and tell the
story of Bay Area birds by competing in
our Click Off photo contest. This year’s
categories are Birds and Their Habitats,
Birds and Humans, Bird Behavior, and Bird
Portraits. See page 7 for information.

FUNDRAISE FOR PRIZES
Share SFBBO’s story with your friends
and colleagues and ask them to sponsor
you. This year’s 1st place winner will
receive a 14-day Eastern South African
Tour with Rockjumper Birding Tours!
JOIN THE BIRD-A-THON
If you love a competition, sign up for
our Mewaldt Cup Bird-a-Thon, the
signature Fall Challenge contest! Join
a team and do a Big Day anywhere in
the state of California during the CFC
period of September 13th to October
12th. See page 7.

Visit www.sfbbo.org for all the details!
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California Fall Challenge Guided Trips
Saturday, September 13th, 2014
7:00 am – 10:00 am

plovers plight, led by
caitlin robinson-nilsen

cost: $50
Join former SFBBO Waterbird Program
Director Caitlin Robinson-Nilsen for a
unique field trip and educational experience focused on the federally threatened
Western Snowy Plover and the ongoing
conservation efforts in San Francisco
Bay. Caitlin is recognized as an authority on the Western Snowy Plover, and
led SFBBO’s plover research for many
years. Participants will enjoy a morning
in the field observing these rare birds at
several locations in the South Bay.
Saturday, September 13th, 2014
7:00 am – 3:00 pm

kayaking the south bay–
advanced group, led by cat
burns, josh scullen, and jeff
englander
cost: $150
Explore the South Bay by kayak with
SFBBO Executive Director Cat Burns,
Landbird Program Director Josh Scullen, and Jeff Englander from Environmental Volunteers! Paddle from the Palo
Alto Baylands to the Alviso Marina, pass
by restored marsh habitat (including
an exclusive look at restored pond A6,
generally off-limits to the public), view
birds and other wildlife, discuss the Bay
Area’s conservation issues, and stop for
provided snacks and lunch. Trip involves
about 6 hours of kayaking across 9 miles

Signing up for Guided Trips
Some trips fill quickly, so please
don’t wait to sign up!
Use the enclosed envelope or
register online at www.sfbbo.org.
Pay at the time of registration. By
email, you will receive a confirmation with details to prepare you for
a great trip. This will include where
to meet and park, what to bring,
and what to expect. You will receive
SFBBO’s 2014 commemorative
T-shirt if you participate in a guided
trip at the $50 and above level.
4

of water; half the trip will be in the oftenchoppy open bay. Prior kayaking experience and good physical fitness required.
Trip is one-way with coordinated carpooling for the return.
Saturday, September 13th, 2014
7:30 am – 2:00 pm

the fledglings, a guided
walk and bird-a-thon for
kids, led by pati rouzer

and stay longer (an adapter will be available that will fit most cameras, please indicate interest when you register). Adults
and children 12 years and older.
Sunday, September 14th, 2014
9:00 am – 12:00 pm

birding guadalupe river
park and gardens, led by
greg kerekes

cost: $50 per child/one parent free
This fun team welcomes young birders
ages 6-16 who have basic binocular and
ID skills, the interest to bird for 6 hours,
and a willing parent to accompany them.
The Fledglings will identify the birds,
with the parent or chaperone allowed
to help spot and carry scopes. Contact
trip leader Pati Rouzer at parouzer@
yahoo.com to make sure your child will
be a good fit before registering. Pati has
served on the SFBBO Board and is an
avid birder and international trip leader.

cost: $50
The Guadalupe River flows from the Santa Cruz Mountains through downtown
San Jose and to San Francisco Bay, serving as a wildlife corridor. The Guadalupe
River Park and Gardens in San Jose is
home to a large number of bird species
year round and serves as a rest stop for
migrant birds. Join local naturalist Greg
Kerekes in a bird watching adventure
along the river and through the gardens.
No prior birding experience needed,
experienced birders can reinforce their
knowledge. Walk is open to all ages.

Sunday, September 14th, 2014
8:00 am – 11:00 am

Thursday, September 18th, 2014
7:30 am – 3:30 pm

cost: $50
Join Executive Director Stephanie Ellis
of Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society
for a morning of “patio style” birding in
her backyard in Saratoga, nestled along a
riparian corridor on Saratoga Creek. Participants will enjoy mimosas, snacks, and
great company in this beautiful “birdy”
backyard location. We expect 25+ species
and maybe some migrant surprises!

cost: $100
The San Mateo coast offers a wide variety
of birding, from shorebirds and raptors
to vagrants at migratory stopover sites.
This trip will help you find some of the
goodies, specialties and diversity the
coast has to offer! Alvaro is a senior biologist at SFBBO known for his popular
workshops. He leads international birding trips and pelagic outings through his
company, Alvaro’s Adventures.

the saratoga sit! led by
stephanie ellis

Sunday, September 14th, 2014
8:30 am – 11:30 am

bird photography at shadow
cliffs, led by bill rose
cost: $50
Join Bill Rose for a walk focused on the
art of bird photography at Shadow Cliffs
Regional Park in Pleasanton and enjoy
Nuttall’s Woodpeckers, Red-shouldered
Hawks, Common Gallinules and others. Bill is a citizen science volunteer for
SFBBO’s Colonial Waterbird Program
and leads bird walks for the Ohlone
Audubon Society. Those interested in
exploring digiscoping can bring a lunch

coastal mavericks, led by
alvaro jaramillo

Saturday, September 20th, 2014
8:00 am – 11:00 am

photographing birds – walk,
photograph, and learn with
lee aurich
cost: $50
Oakland’s Lake Merritt, with some of the
most approachable birds in the East Bay,
provides the subjects for a gentle stroll
with stops for photos, learning opportunities, sharing of insights, and growth.
Lee is a Bay Area photographer (http://
aurich.com/photos) involved with the
Golden Gate Audubon Society whose bird

3rd Annual CFC Band-a-Thon Matching Gift Challenge!
You can help raise money for SFBBO’s
banding station by pledging to donate
a set dollar amount per bird captured
at the Coyote Creek Field Station from
September 13th – October 12th. Since 2003, captures during this period have
ranged from 379 to 1026 birds, so a pledge of 25¢ per bird would equal $94.75 to
$256.50. You can also pledge a lump sum if you’d prefer greater certainty!
The full amount of your donation will directly support research at SFBBO’s
Coyote Creek Field Station. In addition, if we meet our goal of raising $3,000
through our CFC Band-a-Thon this year, the ecological consulting firm H.T.
Harvey and Associates will make a matching gift of $3,000, in honor of SFBBO
early leader Dick Mewaldt, to support our field station!
Donors who participate in the Band-a-Thon will qualify for fundraising
prizes. Visit our website at www.sfbbo.org for more information.

photography specializes in telling the
stories of birds by capturing their behaviors, beauty, and relationships. Adults,
and families with children 12 years and
older, are welcome. Designed for beginner to intermediate photographers.
Saturday, September 20th, 2014
8:00 am – 10:30 am

family bird banding demo

cost: $50 per family up to 5 people, $10
for each additional member
Join SFBBO citizen scientists Tom
Stewart and Martha Castillo for a
fascinating bird banding demonstration
at SFBBO’s Coyote Creek Field Station in
Milpitas. Adults and kids ages 7 and up
and their families can tour mist nets,
explore riparian habitat, get a close up
look at birds, and do hands-on crafts.
Come see scientists in action and learn
why bird banding is so important.
Sunday, September 21st, 2014
8:00 am – 12:00 pm

birding pescadero marsh,
led by ginny marshall and
malia defelice

cost: $50
Pescadero Marsh is a gem of bird habitat
on the San Mateo county coast. Join Sequoia Audubon Society board members
Malia DeFelice and Ginny Marshall in
exploring the varied habitats of Pescadero Marsh. Weather permitting, the
group will start with a sea watch, then

hike into the marsh looking for ducks,
marsh birds and fall migrants. Adults
and children 12 years and older.
Sunday, September 21st, 2014
10:00 am – 2:00 pm

raptors and more at hawk
hill, led by bob power

cost: $50
Join Bob at the premier hawk migration
site in western North America: Hawk Hill
in Marin County. The end of September
is the peak of the fall accipiter migration
and often produces 12 species of raptors
or more. Raptor ID will be a non-stop
field experience as hawks, falcons, accipiters, kites, and more move through
this natural migration funnel. Early arrivals get mimosas and coffee cake! Bob
is the former Executive Director for the
Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society.
Saturday, September 27th, 2014
7:00 am – 1:00 pm

salt pond shorebirds, led by
natalie washburn and jason
st. pierre

cost: $50
Join SFBBO’s Waterbird Biologists Natalie
Washburn and Jason St. Pierre for shorebirding in the Salt Ponds of the South
Bay, an important stopover and wintering area for countless species. These salt
ponds can hold a spectacular number
and diversity of shorebirds, and 15 to 20
species can be found in a day. Natalie

and Jason will offer ID tips and look for
some less-common species such as Red
Knot, Ruddy Turnstone, Sanderling and
even a vagrant or two. They may also
spend some time on ducks, grebes and
any other species of interest. Adults and
children 12 years and older.
Saturday, September 27th, 2014
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm

birding for families at lake
elizabeth with sandy
ferreira and vickie eggert

cost: $50 per family up to 5 people, $10
for each additional member
Join Rangers Sandy Ferreira and Vickie
Eggert for a bird adventure walk at Fremont’s Lake Elizabeth. Learn about the
Colonial Waterbird rookery on Duck Island, Tree Swallow Monitoring Program,
Western Blue Birds, American Coots,
Red-winged Blackbirds, Green-winged
Teal, Black Phoebes, and other birds.
Extra binoculars available; trip includes
a visit to the park’s Nature Center.
Sunday, September 28th, 2014
7:00 am – 5:30 pm

gallinago go go’s, led by
lisa myers

cost: $100
Join Lisa for the Gallinago Go Go’s 11th
year in the Fall Challenge! All birding
levels are welcome to join the Go Go’s as
they bird Santa Clara County. Lisa leads
tours and teaches classes that provide a
fun, easy-going environment to learn,
ask questions, and increase skill level.
Lisa has birded since her teens and leads
tours throughout Central California and
Central America. She is a member of
Nikon’s Birding ProStaff and a former
member of the SFBBO Board.
Sunday, September 28th, 2014
7:30 am – 1:00 pm

varied twitchers, led by
mike rogers

cost: $50
Mike is an expert birder and knows all
the great birding spots of Santa Clara
County. This fast-paced walk will take
avid birders to the best Alviso and Shoreline Lake birding locations, with the
goal to see and hear 100 species. Mike is
CFC TRIPS

continued on page 6
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CFC Fundraising Contest
Guidelines – How Do I Win?
You win by raising the most money for
our programs! Here’s how you do it:
Register for the Fundraising Contest. Register online at www.sfbbo.org
or use the enclosed envelope.
Tell everyone you know about
the mission of the San Francisco
Bay Bird Observatory – the conservation of birds and their habitats
through science and outreach. Set
up a Crowdrise social networking
account or spread the word via mail,
email or through your Facebook
community. Ask for sponsorship of
SFBBO’s California Fall Challenge at
the $500, $200, $50 or $25 level, or
whatever they feel is the largest gift
they can give to avian research and
conservation.
Ask for Per Bird Pledges. You can
also ask donors to pledge a dollar
amount per bird species that you see
during a CFC Big Day Bird-a-Thon or
Guided Trip that you participate in,
or to pledge a dollar amount donation
to our Band-a-Thon that supports our
Coyote Creek Field Station.
Make it easy for them. Collect their
cash and checks. Direct them to your
social networking giving page. Donations can also be made through our
website at www.sfbbo.org. Direct your
sponsors to enter your name in the
“dedication” window.
Be sure to add your own donation.
Check to see if your company will
match your gift.
The people who raise the most
funds during the Fall Challenge win
fantastic prizes!

Get the CFC T-shirt!
The 2014 CFC T-shirt, designed by
artist Allison Connor and graphic
designer Bob Nass, will be black and
feature white silhouettes of the birds
we study in our science programs. CFC
participants who donate $50 or more
through Guided Trip fees, the Mewaldt
Cup Bird-a-Thon, Click Off, a Band-aThon pledge, a donation in support of
a fundraiser, or as a straight donation
to SFBBO will receive a T-shirt.
6
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a former member of the California Bird
Records Committee and is currently a
Northern California regional editor for
the journal North American Birds.
Saturday, October 4th, 2014
8:00 am – 10:30 am

hermit thrush migration,
led by allison nelson

cost: $50
Visit SFBBO’s Coyote Creek Field Station
and learn how Allison Nelson is using
geolocator technology to discover the migratory patterns of the Hermit Thrush,
a songbird with populations that either
winter in the Bay Area or breed locally in
the Santa Cruz Mountains. Participants
will also get to tour mist nets and see bird
banding. Allison is a graduate student
at SFSU and has performed the majority
of her Master’s research field work at the
field station. She is also a citizen science
volunteer bird bander.
Saturday, October 4th, 2014
8:00 am – 12:00 pm

kayaking the south bay –
beginner group, led by cat
burns and jason st. pierre

cost: $75
Explore the Alviso Slough by kayak with
SFBBO Executive Director Cat Burns and
Waterbird Field Biologist Jason St. Pierre!
Enjoy a leisurely paddle, view birds and
other wildlife, and discuss the history of
the Alviso Slough and surrounding area.
The group will stop for a snack (provided). This trip involves approximately 2.5
hours of paddling along 2 miles of slough
(round-trip). Experience paddling a canoe or kayak preferred, but not required.
Saturday, October 4th, 2014
8:00 am – 12:00 pm

vivacious vireos, led by gina
barton

cost: $50
This trip will be a leisurely, fun morning
of birding around the South Bay looking
for songbirds and shorebirds. This will
be a laid back trip for those who want
to learn basic identification by sight or
sound and enjoy the morning with others. Exact location will be decided closer
to the trip. Children who are old enough
to bird for a half day are welcome with an
adult. Gina is a former SFBBO biologist.

Sunday, October 5th, 2014
7:00 am – 4:00 pm

wandering vagrants, led by
scott terrill

cost: $100
During migration, birds can deviate from their migratory routes. Here,
most “vagrants” are birds that typically
occur in eastern North America, but a
few Asian vagrants also arrive. Location
determined just prior to the trip. A specialist in avian ecology, Scott has written over 30 scientific papers, primarily
on bird migration. He has served as a
member of the California Bird Records
Committee, Regional Editor for North
American Birds, the Board President of
SFBBO, Science Advisor to SFBBO, and
is the primary author of the Audubon
Society Master Guide to Birding.
Saturday, October 11th, 2014
8:00 am – 10:30 am

family bird banding demo

cost: $50 per family up to 5 people, $10
for each additional member
Join SFBBO citizen scientists Tom Stewart and Martha Castillo for a fascinating
bird banding demonstration at SFBBO’s
Coyote Creek Field Station in Milpitas.
Adults and kids ages 7 and up and their
families can tour mist nets, explore
riparian habitat, get a close up look at
birds, and do hands-on crafts. Come see
scientists in action and learn why bird
banding is so important.
Sunday, October 12th, 2014
10:00 am – 1:00 pm

exploring the marsh –
a bird adventure for
families, with cheryl
strong and david thomson

cost: $50 per family up to five people,
$10 for each additional member
Do you like birds? Have you ever explored a marsh? Join us to learn about
California Clapper Rails, Black Rails,
and other marshland species with Wildlife Biologist Cheryl Strong of the Don
Edwards S.F. Bay National Wildlife Refuge and Senior Ecologist David Thomson of SFBBO. This adventure for the
whole family will start at the Refuge’s
LaRiviere Marsh in Fremont and finish
at the Refuge pavilion. Watch birds, do
fun crafts, and learn how people restored this area.

2014 CFC Click Off Photo Contest!

SFBBO’s 5th California Fall Challenge Click Off photo contest will focus on birds living in or migrating through California and will run from August 15th to October 5th,
2014. Winners will be selected in the following categories: Birds and Their Habitats,
Birds and Humans, Bird Behavior, and Bird Portraits. Please visit www.sfbbo.org for
more information.
• Merit Awards—Judges will choose 5
photos in each category to win Merit
Awards. These will be highlighted
on SFBBO’s Facebook page.
• Category Winner —One Merit
Award winner in each category will
be chosen as a Category Winner.
Category Winners will win a $100
gift certificate to Borrow Lenses
TOWNSENDS WARBLER by Bruce Finocchio.
and be highlighted at our Annual
Membership Meeting on Saturday, October 18th.
• People’s Choice Award—Attendees at the October 18th Annual Membership
Meeting will vote on the People’s Choice Winner, who will win a 2-day Bird Blind
Photography Workshop with Bruce Finocchio at Ramrod Ranch in Monterey
County and a copy of Adobe Lightroom photo software and book (valued at $695).

board of directors

Troy Rahmig, MS Chair
Shannon McMahon Secretary
Anne Hepburn Treasurer
Catherine Burns, PhD
Brian Fulfrost, MS
Tom Stewart
Lynne Trulio, PhD

executive director
Catherine Burns, PhD

outreach and communications
director
Kristin Butler, MS

landbird program director
Josh Scullen

plover program director
Karine Tokatlian

senior ecologist
David Thomson, MS

senior biologist
Alvaro Jaramillo, MS

ecologist

Compete in our Bird-a-Thon: Win the Mewaldt Cup
If you love a competition, sign up for our California Fall Challenge Mewaldt Cup Birda-Thon. Bird anywhere in California between September 13th and October 12th and
record the most bird species in a 24-hour period to win the Cup, bragging rights, and
a basket of goodies from our sponsors! Registration for the Mewaldt Cup Competition
requires a $50 donation per person. Register for the Competition using the attached
envelope, email cfc@sfbbo.org, or call 408.946.6548. For complete guidelines, go to
www.sfbbo.org.

California Fall Challenge Prizes

Participants in the CFC Fundraising Competition
will be competing for great prizes, including:
14-day Eastern South African birding tour with
Rockjumper Birding Tours ($4,000 value); a mystery
trip (TBA) with Wildside Nature Tours; a pair of
10x42 Opticron Verano binoculars, the Sibley Guide
to North American Birds, and assorted birdwatching
items from the Los Gatos Bird Watcher ($753 value);
clothing and a day pack from Patagonia ($686
value); boat trips in Monterey Bay with Cheeseman’s
Ecology Safaris and to the Farralon Islands with
Oceanic Society Expeditions; 4 tickets to the
Exploratorium in San Francisco; and more!

First Kids’ Bird Art Contest

Please join us for SFBBO’s first Kids’ Bird Art Contest! The theme is “Birds in Their
Habitats,” and the contest is open to children ages 3–17. One entry per child; the
deadline for submissions is October 10th, and winners will be announced at the annual membership meeting on October 18th. All entries should be works on paper. For
information, email outreach@sfbbo.org.

Aidona Kakouros, MS

waterbird program coordinator
Natalie Washburn, MS

waterbird field biologist
Jason St. Pierre, MS

accountant

Gail Richardson, MS
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Calendar
a bird in the hand for families
Saturday, August 16th, 2014
8:00 am – 10:00 am
site: coyote creek field station, milpitas
Kids ages 7 and up and their families can
visit SFBBO’s bird banding station, the
Coyote Creek Field Station. We will tour
mist nets, watch a bird banding demo,
and explore restored riparian habitat.
Please join us and learn why bird banding is so important for protecting birds
and their habitats. This program is in
partnership with the Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society’s Young Audubon
Program. RSVP required, please contact
408.252.3747 or program@scvas.org.
sfbbo’s 33rd annual
membership meeting
Saturday, October 18th, 2014
9:30 am – 12:30 pm
site: stanford universit y ’s jasper ridge
biological preserve , woodside
Join us for an optional morning bird
walk (8:30 am), followed by the SFBBO
membership meeting. The meeting will
feature updates from SFBBO’s science
and outreach programs, a silent auction,
recognitions and CFC prizes, and more.
Participants will also cast votes for the
“People’s Choice” of SFBBO’s 2014 Click
Off photo contest. To register for the
meeting, please email cfc@sfbbo.org, or
call us at 408.946.6548 by October 10th.

Workshops for the Birder and Naturalist – 2014
w ith :
site :

Alvaro Jaramillo, SFBBO Senior Biologist
Sobrato Center for Nonprofits in Redwood Shores

seabirds

Tuesday, August 19th and Wednesday, August 20th (instruction), 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm,
TBA (fieldtrip)
Seabirds include some of the most amazing migrant species, birds that use the
entire ocean as part of their annual distribution. The ocean off the coast of California is one of the richest places on Earth, with opportunities to observe iconic
species such as albatrosses, puffins, shearwaters, auklets, and storm-petrels. The
classroom portion of this workshop will focus on the identification, ecology and
distribution of seabirds. This workshop can be taken as just a class or include a
discounted pelagic trip. The class fee is $90, and the pelagic trip will be offered at
the discounted rate of $110. Please visit www.sfbbo.org for more information.

migrant landbirds
new day time schedule:

Tuesday, September 23rd, early morning field trip,
followed by 12:00 pm – 3:00 pm instruction; Wednesday, September 24th,
early morning field trip, followed by 12:00 pm – 3:00 pm instruction
Migration has captured imaginations since ancient times. Today we have many
tools at our disposal to help us understand migration and begin to explain how
these little creatures do it. This course is an introduction and summary of bird
migration, and will help participants learn to identify and understand the biology of local migratory landbirds, and will focus on warblers, vireos, tanagers,
thrushes and a few others. Please visit www.sfbbo.org for more information.

member-only activity: Active SFBBO membership required to attend event.
To check your membership status, RSVP, or register for a workshop, go to www.
sfbbo.org, call 408.946.6548, or email outreach@sfbbo.org and we will be happy
to assist you!

