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Over the past 30-plus years, SFBBO has 
engaged Bay Area community members 
in our science through outreach activi-
ties like bird walks, workshops, special 
events, and a robust volunteer citizen 
science program. This year, we are 
piloting three new initiatives to expand 
our reach and build new and diverse 
partnerships. 

Waterbird Ambassador Series: This 
spring, several citizen science volun-
teers in our Colonial Waterbird program 
helped spread the word about SFBBO by 
developing relationships with people 
in the community near the nesting 
colonies they monitor, resulting in 
opportunities for us to do talks and bird 
viewings for the public at libraries and 
parks near those colonies. Next, we plan 
to empower additional volunteers to 
serve as SFBBO ambassadors, and offer 
more presentations to help people in the 
community better understand the birds 
in their neighborhoods. 

Corporate Engagement: We’re devel-
oping activities to engage the corporate 
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Director’s Message

Fall is an exciting time for SFBBO—
we’re wrapping up our bird-focused 
field research for the season, and 
gearing up to implement habitat 
restoration once the rains begin. It’s 
also the time of year for our annual 
California Fall Challenge, when we 
seek your help to raise $25,000 to 
support our work to protect birds and 
their habitats. 

This year we have many of the 
elements you’ve come to love, and 
are trying new ideas we think you’ll 
enjoy. For example, as part of our 
new Family Program, we are kicking 
off this year’s CFC with a family-
focused event that will engage kids 
and their families in fun, hands-on 
activities. We also have new guided 
trips, including opportunities to 
explore the South Bay by kayak, hone 
your wildlife photography skills, 
and tour our habitat restoration 
sites. In addition, we’re bringing 
back the Click Off bird photography 
contest!

To cap it all off, I’m thrilled to 
announce that, should we reach our 
Band-a-Thon goal of raising $2,000 
to support research at our Coyote 
Creek Field Station, we will receive a 
$2,000 matching donation from an 
anonymous donor. Please read on to 
learn how you can participate in this 
year’s CFC! I look forward to seeing 
you at these events and at our Annual 
Membership Meeting in October. 
Thank you!

By Cat Burns, SFBBO Executive Director

Outreach Report 

New Community Outreach Initiatives to  
Support SFBBO’s Science Programs

fAmIlIEs lEARn ABout AVIAn scIEncE At WIng DIng fAmIlY fEst In mAY.

community in our work. For instance, 
this spring, three corporate groups con-
ducted habitat restoration weeding and 
seeding projects and vegetation surveys 
for SFBBO; this summer we had an 
information booth at a Bay Area sport-
ing and outdoor clothing store; and we 
will give Lunch ‘N Learn presentations 
to several corporate groups this fall. 

Outreach to Families:  Our new 
family engagement plan includes our 
involvement in community events like 
the Wingding Family Fest we partici-
pated in this spring; a special bird 
banding demonstration for families 
at our field station in August (see back 
page); and a youth bird-a-thon team, 
family-friendly birds walks, and our 
first Family Bird Adventure event dur-
ing our annual California Fall Challenge 
(see page 5). 

For information, or to participate in 
any of these new outreach initiatives, 
please contact Outreach and Communi-
cations Director Kristin Butler at 408. 
946.6548 x10 or kbutler@sfbbo.org.



Welcome New Board 
Member Dr. Lynne Trulio
Dr. Lynne Trulio recently joined SFBBO’s 
Board of Directors. She is a professor 
and department chair of Environmental 
Studies at San Jose 
State University and 
supports graduate 
students who conduct 
research on spe-
cies preservation. 
Dr. Trulio earned 
a Ph.D. in Ecology 
from UC Davis. She 
investigates human impacts on species 
and their habitats in human-dominated 
landscapes and seeks effective methods 
to mitigate or eliminate those impacts. 
Her research includes the ecology and 
protection of the Western Burrowing Owl 
in California, the effects of recreation 
on wildlife, and the restoration of tidal 
salt marshes in the San Francisco Bay, 
and she was the Lead Scientist for the 
South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project 
during its planning phase and continues 
with the project as a researcher study-
ing public access and wildlife. Dr. Trulio 
formerly served on the SFBBO Science 
Advisory Board. Dr. Trulio will be lead-
ing a guided trip for the CFC (see page 6).

Farewell Kathi Kendrick
SFBBO would like to thank Kathi Ken-
drick, who retired this year from her 
role as our administrative assistant, 
for her dedication to SFBBO! Kathi was 
a member of the SFBBO team for four 
years and was instru-
mental in organizing 
our office, library, 
and participants in 
all of our bird walks, 
workshops, and spe-
cial events. When she 
started at SFBBO, she 
was a birding novice, 
but through Alvaro’s workshops and bird 
walks with our wonderful trip leaders, 
she quickly became an avid birder. Kathi 
says she loves the SFBBO community 
of members, volunteers, and staff and 
is continuing to participate in SFBBO 
programs as a volunteer. 

lYnnE tRulIo

KAtHI KEnDRIcK

Our thanks to these supporters of the  
San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory!

  

Thank you new and returning members, 
and generous donors, January – June 2013

pa rtner $1,0 0 0+ 
Motorola Foundation, Regina and Ralph Anavy, 
Cargill

sponsor $50 0 - $999
William Rose, Donald Lewis, David Presotto and 
Caryl Carr, Catherine Burns and Eric Palkovacs, 
Peter and Sue LaTourrette, Janet Hawkins and 
David Wormser, Lynne Trulio, Tom and Carol 
Burns 

susta iner $250 - $499
Jennifer Krauel, Jan Hintermeister, Nancy Teater 
and Richard Johnsson, Cheryl and Alan Abel, 
IBM Corporation Matching Grant Program, 
Rosemary and Robert Heil, Mark and Petra 
Kinsman, Byron and Elizabeth Ryono, Bob 
Power, Brian O’Connor and Jennifer Dungan, 
Frances Escherich, John Bredehoft, Jean 
Halford, Erika Wilson, Marge Kolar, Shannon 
McMahon

con tr ibu tor $10 0 - $2 49
Theresa Sweeney, Jill and Scott Demers, Harold 
Fukuma, Gordon and Carolyn Davidson, Juniper 
Networks Matching Gift Program, Eric Feuss 
and Rebecca Alex, Kjersti Leret and Peter Elliott, 
Elinor Spellman, John Toldi, Marilynn Gallaway, 
David Loeb, David Burnham, Microsoft Giving 
Campaign, Michael and Wendy Schackwitz, 
Monica Donovan and James Kern, Mary Lorey, 
Kristine Long and Jacques Gagne, Adobe 
Systems Incorporated, William and Anne 
Hepburn, Chevron Humankind, Arleen Feng, 
Michael and Ina Korek Foundation Trust, Jack 
and Mary Ellen Morton, Glen Tepke, Joyce 
Bartlett, Janet Farmer, Dorothy Gregor, Troy and 
Corina Rahmig, T.M. Scruggs, Frank Delfino, 

Bliss Carnochan, Alan Eisner, Ann Ruffer, Mary 
Beth Hennessy, Steve Huckabone, Don and 
Margaret Emery, Richard and Terry Horrigan, 
Barbara Bekins, Peter Metropulos, Elizabeth 
Bogatin-Starr, Harry Savage, Barbara Borthwick, 
Nancy Issel-Mayes and Guy Mayes, Larry 
Yamasaki, Martin and Barbara Sidor, Dolores 
Hansen, Margaret and C.J. Panton, Thomas 
Scullen, Joseph Giammarco, Daniela Wersin, 
Susan Semonoff and Stephen Sagar, Charles and 
Joan Coston, Phyllis Browning, Brenda Senturia, 
Jean D. Fiske, Michael and Carolyn Kulakofsky, 
Ohlone Audubon Society, Steve and Natalie 
Chapman, Sandy and Steve Moore, Thomas Grey, 
Julie Snyder, Eleanor Briccetti, Pattie Litton and 
Peter (Henry J.) Ralston, Kim Parker, Susan 
Thomas, Robert Fournier, Kathy Harris and 
Joseph DiAndrea, Los Gatos Birdwatcher, Margot 
Rawlins, Monet Thomson

fr iend $60 - $99
Harley and Carol Barber, Cindy Lockhart, Ruth 
Troetschler, Michael Kern, Dudley Carlson, John 
Harris and Lisa Palermo, Don Stang, Emily 
Moffitt, Mary Lou Ramsey, D.D.S. and Sam 
Haskins, Nancy Warner, Calvin and Nancy 
Walters, III, Norma J. Foss, John and Becky 
Bradley, Kendra Armer and Chris Dorger, Judy 
and Bill Hein, Joan and David Hadden, Diana 
Root, Wynter Standish, Madeleine Stovel, 
Dorothy Normark, Nanci Adams

stilt societ y
Deanna de Castro, Jacqueline Deely, Katherine 
Greene, Janet and Jay Hanson, Jan Hintermeister, 
Vivek and Leena Khanzode, Ed Lombard, Sandy 
and Steve Moore, Patricia Polentz, Jennifer 
Rycenga and Peggy Macres, Jane Such, Gena 
Zolotar, Troy and Corina Rahmig

And thank you to the 36 people who gave up to 
$40 each.

Does Your Company Have a  
Matching Gift Program?
Matching Gifts are a great, easy way to double or 
even triple your donation to SFBBO. Many compa-
nies support employee philanthropy by offering 
matching gift programs. Please check with your HR 
department to see if your employer will match your 
gift to SFBBO. Employer contributions are counted 
towards your CFC Fundraising Competition total. 
If your company would like to learn more about our 
work, one of SFBBO’s scientists can make a Lunch ‘N 
Learn presentation to your staff. Your staff can also 
come to our Coyote Creek Field Station for team-
building activities centered around our bird band-
ing program or restoration activities.

RED-sHoulDERED HAWK. 
Photo by Michael Mammoser.
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Six Ways to Support SFBBO
Sign up FOr A guidEd Trip
Whether you are a birder, nature lover, 
photographer, or are interested in con-
servation science, there is a CFC Guided 
Trip for you! We have several new trips 
this year, including a kayak tour, a hike 
to learn about our restoration work, a 
trip focused on how to take beautiful 
bird photos, and a special bird walk for 
kids! See pages 4–6 for a listing of trips 
and leader bios. 

JOin A Bird-A-ThOn
If you love a competition, sign up for our 
Mewaldt Cup Bird-a-Thon, the signa-
ture Fall Challenge contest! Join a team 
and do a Big Day anywhere in the state 
of California during the CFC period of 
September 14th to October 13th. The 
team or individual that records the 
most birds wins the Cup and other cool 
prizes! See page 7. 

COnTriBuTE TO BAnd-A-ThOn
Help fundraise for SFBBO’s Coyote 
Creek Field Station banding program by 
pledging to donate a set dollar amount 
per bird captured at Coyote Creek Field 
Station from September 14th – October  
13th. If we meet our goal of raising 
$2,000 through our CFC Band-a-
thon, an anonymous donor will make 
a matching gift of $2,000 to support 
our field station! Also, sign up for our 
September 14th Bird in the Hand band-
ing demonstration to see our station in 
action! See page 5 and back page. 

COMpETE in ThE CLiCK OFF 
phOTO COnTEST
Share your best photos, support our 
mission, win great prizes, and tell the 
story of Bay Area birds by competing in 
our Click Off photo contest. This year’s 
categories are Birds and Their Habitats, 
Birds and Humans, Bird Behavior, and Bird 
Portraits. See page 7 for information.

ATTEnd Our nEW FAMiLY Bird 
AdVEnTurE 
As part of SFBBO’s new Family Pro-
gram, we are hosting our 1st Annual 
Family Bird Adventure to kick-off our 
California Fall Challenge this year. The 
event will include fun bird-focused 
activities for kids ages 4 and up and 
their families and will be at the En-
vironmental Volunteers EcoCenter at 
Baylands Nature Preserve in Palo Alto. 
See page 5. 

Fundr AiSE FOr prizES
Everyone is encouraged to enter our 
Fundraising Competition! Share 
SFBBO’s story with your friends and 
colleagues, tell them why you support 
our mission, ask them to sponsor your 
participation in the California Fall 
Challenge, and win great prizes! See 
page 6 for details or visit our website at 
www.sfbbo.org for updates about this 
year’s prizes!

cAlIfoRnIA fAll cHAllEngE
Supporting Avian Conservation Science

Accept the Challenge – Join the Fun
The 17th Annual California Fall Challenge is the time to celebrate your passion for Bay Area birds and help meet our mission to 
conserve birds and their habitats through science and outreach. Please help us reach our goal of raising $25,000 during this 
month-long series of events and support the important work of our professional biologists and volunteer citizen scientists! To 
participate, visit www.sfbbo.org or contact cfc@sfbbo.org or 408.946.6548. Everyone who participates at a level of $50 or more 
will receive the 2013 California Fall Challenge T-shirt. 
 

AmericAn Bittern Showing UnUSUAl BehAvior  photo ©eleAnor Briccetti photogrAphy

Visit www.sfbbo.org for all the details! 
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Sunday, September 15th, 2013 
7:00 am – 11:00 am 
plovers’ plight, led by 
caitlin robinson-nilsen
cost: $50
Join former SFBBO Waterbird Program 
Director Caitlin Robinson-Nilsen for a 
unique field trip and educational experi-
ence focused on the federally threatened 
Western Snowy Plover and the ongoing 
conservation efforts in San Francisco 
Bay. Caitlin is recognized as an author-
ity on the Western Snowy Plover, and 
led SFBBO’s plover research for many 
years. Participants will enjoy a morning 
in the field observing these rare birds at 
several locations in the South Bay. 

Sunday, September 15th, 2013 
9:00 am – Noon 
birding guadalupe river 
park and gardens, led by 
greg kerekes
cost: $50
The Guadalupe River flows from the 
Santa Cruz Mountains through down-
town San Jose and to San Francisco Bay, 
serving as a wildlife corridor through 
which birds forage for a wide variety 
of food. The Guadalupe River Park and 
Gardens in San Jose is home to a large 
number of bird species year round and 
serves as a rest stop for migrant birds. 
Join local naturalist Greg Kerekes in 
a three-hour bird watching adventure 
along the river and through the gardens. 
No prior birding experience needed; 
experienced birders can reinforce their 
knowledge and help newcomers. Walk  
is open to all ages. 

Tuesday, September 17th, 2013 
5:45 pm – 7:30 pm 
intrepid a to zer’s,  
led by kay partelow  
and karen demello
cost: $40
Celebrate the autumn equinox on this 
leisurely “after work” bird walk. From 
Avocets to Zonotrichia, our goal is 26 
species over 1-1/2 miles at Charleston 
Slough and Shoreline Lake. A perfect op-
portunity for beginning birders, or those 
with limited time, to participate in the 
California Fall Challenge. Kay has birded 
since she was a youngster and is skilled at 
identifying birds by ear; Karen’s enthu-
siastic approach is great for beginning 
birders. Both are docents for the Mid-
peninsula Regional Open Space District. 
Adults and children 12 years and older.

Saturday, September 21st, 2013 
8:00 am – Noon  
restoration in action,  
led by david thomson  
and cheryl strong
cost: $50
Join SFBBO Habitats Program senior 
ecologist David Thomson and DESFB Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge wildlife biologist 
Cheryl Strong on a tour of two of SFBBO’s 
habitat restoration sites: East Palo Alto’s 
Cooley Landing, and the Refuge’s LaRiv-
iere Marsh. David will guide you through 
SFBBO’s habitat restoration work, and 
Cheryl will provide expertise on bird ID 
and natural history. These sites are in 
close proximity to a population of Cali-
fornia Clapper Rails, so you may get lucky 
and see or hear these endangered birds! 
Adults and children 12 years and older.

Sunday, September 22nd, 2013 
7:30 am – 6:00 pm 
gallinago go go’s,  
led by lisa myers 
cost: $100
Join Lisa for the Gallinago Go Go’s 10th 
year in the Challenge. All birding levels 
are welcome to join the Go Go’s as they 
bird Santa Clara County. Through her 
business, Let’s Go Birding, Lisa leads 
tours and teaches classes that provide a 
fun, easy-going environment to learn, 
ask questions, and increase skill level. 

Lisa has birded since her teens and leads 
tours throughout Central California and 
Costa Rica. She is a member of Nikon’s 
Birding ProStaff and a former member 
of the SFBBO Board.

Thursday, September 26th, 2013 
7:30 am – 3:30 pm 
coastal mavericks,  
led by alvaro jaramillo
cost: $100
The San Mateo coast offers a wide variety 
of birding, from shorebirds and rap-
tors to vagrants at migratory stopover 
sites. This trip will help you find some 
of the goodies, specialties and diversity 
the coast has to offer! Alvaro is a senior 
biologist at SFBBO known for his popular 
workshops. He writes books on bird-
ing, the Identify Yourself column in Bird 
Watcher’s Digest, and frequently contrib-
utes to scientific and popular birding 
articles. He leads international birding 
trips and pelagic outings through his 
company, Alvaro’s Adventures. Adults 
and children 12 years and older.

Saturday, September 28th, 2013 
7:30 am – 1:00 pm  
varied twitchers,  
led by mike rogers
cost: $50
Mike is an expert birder and knows all 
the great birding spots of Santa Clara 
County. This fast-paced walk will take 
avid birders to the best Alviso and Shore-
line Lake birding locations, with the 
goal to see and hear 100 species. Mike is 
a former member of the California Bird 
Records Committee and is currently a 
Northern California regional editor for 
the journal North American Birds. 

Saturday, September 28th, 2013 
8:00 am – Noon 
vivacious vireos,  
led by gina barton
cost: $50
This trip will be a fun morning of bird-
ing around the South Bay looking for 
songbirds and perhaps shorebirds if 
time allows. This will be a laid back trip 
for those who want to learn basic identi-
fication by either sight or sound. Loca-
tion will be decided closer to the trip. 

Signing up for Guided Trips
Some trips fill quickly, so please 
don’t wait to sign up!

Use the enclosed envelope or 
register online at www.sfbbo.org. 
Pay at the time of registration. You 
will receive an email confirmation 
with details on where to meet and 
park and what to bring. Participate 
in a guided trip at the $50 and above 
level and receive SFBBO’s 2013 
commemorative T-shirt!

California Fall Challenge Guided Trips
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Gina is a former SFBBO biologist. Adults 
and children 12 years and older.

Sunday, September 29th, 2013 
9:00 am – Noon  
the eggheads,  
led by dick stovel
cost: $50
Join Dick Stovel for a bird walk around 
the Stanford campus to see Red-shoul-
dered Hawks, Red-tailed Hawks, White-
throated Swifts, and others, and learn a 
little history about the university. Dick is 
retired from Stanford, where he worked 
as a research engineer. He’s been an avid 
birder since he bought his first pair of 
binoculars in 1976 and has led bird walks 
on Stanford’s campus and at other Bay 
Area locations for the Audubon Society. 
Adults and children 12 years and older.

Saturday, October 5th, 2013 
9:00 am – Noon 
kayaking the south bay,  
led by cat burns and  
josh scullen
cost: $75
Explore the South Bay by kayak with  
SFBBO Executive Director Cat Burns 
and Biologist Josh Scullen! Spend the 
morning enjoying a good paddle, viewing 
birds and other wildlife, and discussing 
the Bay Area’s conservation issues. The 
group will stop for a mid-morning snack 
along the way (food provided). Some 
experience paddling a canoe or kayak is 
preferred, but not required—this will be 
a leisurely paddle.

Saturday, October 5th, 2013 
8:30 am – 11:30 am 
bird photography walk, led 
by lee aurich and bill rose
cost: $50
Join Lee Aurich and Bill Rose for a walk 
in the Fremont area that will focus on the 
art of nature and bird photography. Lee is 
a Bay Area photographer whose bird pho-
tography specializes in telling the stories 
of birds by capturing their behaviors, 
beauty, and relationships (see aurich.
com/photos). Bill Rose is a citizen science 
volunteer who monitors bird colonies for 
SFBBO’s Colonial Waterbird Program. He 
has been a bird watcher and a photogra-

pher since he was an Eagle Scout and has 
led bird walks for the Ohlone Audubon 
Society. Trip destination will be deter-
mined a few days before the walk. Adults 
and children 12 years and older. 

Saturday, October 5th, 2013 
7:30 am – 2:00 pm 
the fledglings, a guided 
walk and bird-a-thon for 
kids, led by pati rouzer
cost: $50 per child/one parent free 
This fun team welcomes young bird-
ers ages 6-16. Birders must have basic 
binocular and ID skills, the interest 
to bird for 6 hours, and a willing par-
ent to accompany them. The Fledglings 
will identify the birds, with the parent 
or chaperone allowed to help spot and 
carry scopes. They will blitz Santa Clara 
County from Ed Levin to the Palo Alto 
Baylands, breaking for a 30-minute 
lunch. Please contact trip leader Pati 
Rouzer at parouzer@yahoo.com to make 
sure your child will be a good fit for this 

trip. Pati has served on the SFBBO Board 
of Directors and is an avid birder and 
international trip leader.

Sunday, October 6th, 2013 
9:00 am – Noon 
regal eagles,  
led by ryan phillips
cost: $50
Join Ryan Phillips, Raptor Biologist,  
for a morning of birding focused on rap-
tors in Coyote Valley, one of the last link-
ages between the Santa Cruz Mountains 
and the Diablo Range, and a great spot 
for migrating, wintering and breeding 
raptors. There will be a good chance of 
observing 14 raptor species, including 
Prairie Falcon, Golden Eagle and Fer-
ruginous Hawk. Ryan has been studying 
raptors for many years and is the found-
ing Executive Director of the Belize 
Raptor Research Institute. He is an 
instructor in the Environmental Studies 
Department at De Anza College where 
he teaches conservation biology, biodi-

CFC Band-a-Thon Matching Gift Challenge!
You can help raise money for SFBBO’s banding station by pledging to donate a set 
dollar amount per bird captured at Coyote Creek Field Station from September 
14th – October 13th. Last year during the Band-a-Thon we banded almost 500 
birds, so a pledge of 25¢ per bird would equal about $125. You can also pledge a 
lump sum. Band-a-Thon kicks off with the Banding Demo on September 14th.

The full amount of your donation will directly support research at SFBBO’s 
Coyote Creek Field Station. In addition, if we meet our goal of raising $2,000 
through our CFC Band-a-thon this year, a generous donor will make a matching 
gift of $2,000 to support our field station! 

Donors who participate in the band-a-thon will receive a final tally of all 
species captured during the California Fall Challenge and will qualify for fund-
raising prizes. Visit www.sfbbo.org for more information.

Saturday, September 14, 2013 • 9:00 am – Noon 
sfbbo’s first annual family bird adventure
cost: $15/child and $25/adult 
In honor of SFBBO’s new Family Outreach Program, we are hosting our 1st 
Annual Family Bird Adventure to kick-off our California Fall Challenge this 
year. The event will include fun indoor and outdoor bird-focused hands-on 
activities and interactive games to learn about avian science! Volunteers from 
the organization Environmental Volunteers (who bring hands-on science 
education into our local schools) will join SFBBO staff in leading this fun event, 
which will be held at the EcoCenter at Baylands Nature Preserve in Palo Alto. 
Pre-registration required. Contact cfc@sfbbo.org or 408.946.6548.
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CFC Fundraising Contest  
Guidelines – How Do I Win?
You win by raising the most money for 
avian research! Here’s how you do it:

register for the Fundraising 
Contest at www.sfbbo.org or use the 
enclosed envelope.

Tell everyone you know about the 
mission of the San Francisco Bay 
Bird Observatory – the conservation 
of birds and their habitats through 
science and outreach. Use your Face-
book page or other social networking 
tool. Ask for sponsorship of SFBBO’s 
California Fall Challenge at the $500, 
$200, $50 or $25 level, or whatever 
they feel is the largest gift they can 
give to avian research. 

Ask for pledges. You can also ask 
them to pledge a dollar amount per 
bird species that you see during a CFC 
Big Day Bird-a-Thon or Guided Trip 
you participate in, or pledge per bird 
banded in the Band-a-Thon, or donate 
a lump sum. 

Make it easy. Collect their cash and 
checks. Direct them to your social 
networking giving page or www.sfbbo.
org. Direct your sponsors to enter your 
name in the “dedication” window.

Be sure to add your own donation. 
Check if your company matches gifts.

The people who raise the most 
funds during the Fall Challenge win 
fantastic prizes! Last year’s grand 
prize was a seven-day birding  trip to 
Arizona.

snoWY EgREt. Photo by Scott Norton.

versity, connectivity and numerous field 
studies courses. Adults and children 12 
years and older.

Sunday, October 6th, 2013 
10:00 am – 2:00 pm 
the avosets, led by bob power
cost: $50
Join Bob at the premier hawk migration 
site in western North America: Hawk Hill 
in Marin County. In early October raptor 
migration is in full swing and a good 
day can produce several hundred raptor 
sightings and up to 12 different species. 
Raptor identification will be a non-stop 
field experience as hawks, falcons, ac-
cipiters, kites, and more move through 
this natural migration funnel. This walk 
will include morning refreshments, a 
trip to Rodeo Lagoon, a 15% discount at 
the GGNRA Visitor Center in Rodeo Val-
ley, and a tour of the Golden Gate Raptor 
Observatory world headquarters. Bob is 
Executive Director at the Santa Clara Val-
ley Audubon Society and has led a Hawk-
watch team at Hawk Hill for nine years. 
Adults and children 12 years and older.

Saturday, October 12th, 2013 
7:00 am – 4:00 pm 
wandering vagrants,  
led by scott terrill
cost: $100
During migration, birds can deviate 
from their normal migratory routes. In 
California, most “vagrants” are birds that 
typically occur in eastern North America, 
but a few Asian vagrants show up now and 
then as well. To maximize the probability 
of encountering vagrants, the trip loca-
tion will be determined prior to the day 
of the trip. Scott is a specialist in avian 
ecology, having written over 30 scientific 
papers, primarily on bird migration. He 
has served as a member of the California 
Bird Records Committee, Regional Edi-
tor for North American Birds, the Board 
President of SFBBO, Science Advisor 
to SFBBO, and is the primary author of 
Audubon Society Master Guide to Birding. 

Saturday, October 12th, 2013 
8:00 am – Noon 
waterbird extravaganza,  
led by lynne trulio
cost: $50
Join SFBBO’s newest Board member in 
a morning sure to showcase the South 

Bay’s rich waterbird community, begin-
ning at the DESFB National Wildlife 
Refuge’s Environmental Education Cen-
ter in Alviso, and continuing on in the 
vicinity of the nearby Alviso Marina.  
Both of these locations are part of a 
study led by Dr. Trulio, Chair of the En-
vironmental Studies Department at San 
Jose State University, to evaluate impacts 
of public access trails on waterfowl and 
offer rich opportunities to see waterfowl 
and bay habitats, and talk about this 
groundbreaking study. 

Sunday, October 13th, 2013 
10:00 am – 2:00 pm 
contra costa mini-big day!, 
led by denise wight 
cost: $50
This abbreviated version of a Contra 
Costa County Big Day is a great way to 
discover the habitats and birds this 
East Bay county has to offer. Denise, 
a Contra Costa County native who has 
been teaching and leading birding 
classes since 1993, is the perfect guide! 
The trip will begin in Tilden Park, move 
to the Albany and Richmond shoreline, 
and head east to check out Martinez 
and Mitchell Canyon on the north side 
of Mount Diablo. You’ll finish in East 
Contra Costa, with opportunities to see 
some Central Valley birds. 

Sunday, October 13th, 2013 
Noon – 4:00 pm 
silly sandpipers,  
led by rich cimino
cost: $50 
Join Rich Cimino on a trip to the Corte 
Madera Marsh Ecological Reserve in 
Marin County, 616 acres on San Pablo 
Bay. You may see Peregrine Falcon, Cali-
fornia Clapper Rail, and Black Rail. Also 
expect to see wintering migrant ducks 
and shorebirds typical to San Francisco 
Bay. The upland habitat is home to the 
San Pablo Song Sparrow and Loggerhead 
Shrike, and if you’re lucky you may find 
a fly-by Merlin or a Loon species. Rich is 
the Eastern Alameda County Audubon 
Conservation Chair, a trip leader for 
Ohlone Audubon Society, and serves on 
the Alameda Creek Alliance Board of 
Directors. Rich also owns Yellowbilled 
Tours, a birding tour and conservation 
outreach group. Rich has been birding 
in California for 44 years.
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2013 CFC Click Off Contest Is Back!
SFBBO’s 4th California Fall Challenge Click Off photo contest will focus on birds liv-
ing in or migrating through the Bay Area and will run from August 15th to Septem-
ber 14th, 2013. Winners will be selected in the following categories: Birds and Their 
Habitats, Birds and Humans, Bird Behavior, and Bird Portraits. 

• Merit Awards—Judges will choose five photos in each category to win Merit 
Awards and these will be highlighted on SFBBO’s Facebook page. 

• Category Winner—One Merit Award winner in each category will be chosen as a 
Category Winner. Category Winners will win great prizes and be highlighted at 
our Annual Meeting on Saturday, October 26th. 

• People’s Choice Award—Attendees at the October 26th Annual Meeting will vote 
for a People’s Choice Winner, who will win the grand prize (the last People’s 
Choice Winner won a weekend at Ramrod Ranch in Monterey County).

For information, to register, or to learn about prizes, please visit www.sfbbo.org. 

Join us for our Annual Meeting
The 32nd Annual Membership Meeting of the San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory 
will be held at Stanford University’s Jasper Ridge Biological Preserve in Woodside 
on Saturday, October 26th. Join us for an 
optional morning bird walk at 8:30 a.m., 
followed by the SFBBO membership 
meeting from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
The meeting will feature speaker Dr. Nat 
Seavy, Research Director at Point Blue 
Conservation Science, SFBBO’s science 
and outreach program updates by Cat 
Burns, prizes and more. Participants 
will also cast votes for the “People’s Choice” of SFBBO’s 2013 Click Off photo contest.

Compete in our Bird-a-thon: Win the Mewaldt Cup
If you love a competition, sign up for our California Fall Challenge Mewaldt Cup Bird-
a-Thon. Bird anywhere in California from September 14th to October 13th and record 
the most species in a 24-hour period 
to win the Cup, bragging rights, and a 
basket of goodies from our sponsors! 
Registration requires a $50 donation per 
person. Register using the attached en-
velope, email outreach@sfbbo.org, or call 
408.946.6548. For complete Mewaldt Cup 
Competition Guidelines, prize informa-
tion, and to support SFBBO, go to www.
sfbbo.org. Good luck and happy birding!

The California Fall Challenge T-shirt!
SFBBO is proud to announce that our newest California Fall Challenge T-shirt, 
designed by artist Allison Connor and graphic designer Ken Schirle, will feature 
our signature bird, the Black-necked Stilt. We’ll offer the T-shirt to California 
Fall Challenge participants who donate $50 or more to SFBBO during this 
fundraising event through participant fees for a Guided Trip, Mewaldt Cup Bird-
a-Thon, Family Bird Adventure, a Band-a-Thon pledge, the Click Off, a donation 
in support of a fundraiser, or as a straight donation to SFBBO. 
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2012 Mewaldt Cup winners Mike Mammoser, Lea 
Crisp, Francis Toldi and Mike Rogers.

Attendees at the 2012 Annual Meeting.
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524 Valley Way
Milpitas, CA 95035

www.sfbbo.org

member-only activity: Active SFBBO 
membership required to attend event. 

To check your membership status, 
RSVP, or register for a workshop, go to 
www.sfbbo.org, call 408.946.6548, or 
email kbutler@sfbbo.org and we will be 
happy to assist you!

a bird in the hand for 
families
Saturday, August 17th, 2013 
8:00 am – 10:00 am 
site: coyote creek field station, milpitas

Kids ages 7 and up and their families can 
visit SFBBO’s bird banding station, the 
Coyote Creek Field Station. We will tour 
mist nets, watch a bird banding demo, 
and explore a restored riparian habitat. 
Please join us and learn why bird band-
ing is so important for protecting birds 
and their habitats. This program is in 
partnership with the Santa Clara Val-
ley Audubon Society’s Young Audubon 
Program. RSVP required, please contact 
408.252.3747 or programs@scvas.org.

snowy plover talk
Thursday, September 12th, 2013 • 7:00 pm 
site: mon ter e y b ay bir d f esti va l

SFBBO Executive Director Cat Burns will 
give a presentation at the Ninth Annual 
Monterey Bay Birding Festival about our 

 

seabirds
Tuesday, August 27th and  
Thursday, August 29th (instruction), 
6:30 pm – 9:00 pm
TBA (field trip) 

Seabirds include some of the most 
amazing of migrant species, birds 
that use the entire ocean as part of 
their annual distribution. The ocean 
off the coast of California is one of 
the richest places on earth, with op-
portunities to observe iconic species 
such as albatrosses, puffins, shear-
waters, auklets, and storm-petrels. 

The classroom portion of this 
workshop will focus on the identi-
fication, ecology, and distribution 
of seabirds. This workshop can be 
taken as just a class or include a 
discounted pelagic trip. The class 
is $90, and the pelagic trip will be 
offered at the discounted rate of 
$110. Please visit www.sfbbo.org for 
more information. 

Workshop for the Birder 
and Naturalist – 2013 

w ith: Alvaro Jaramillo, SFBBO 
Senior Biologist

site: Sobrato Center for Nonprofits 
in Redwood Shores

Calendar

non Profit org.
u.s. Postage

P A I D
Permit # 1225
san Jose, cA

research and restoration work to protect 
the threatened Western Snowy Plover. 
We will also have a booth at the festival 
that day. Please visit www.montereybay 
birding.org for information. 

a bird in the hand and  
cfc band-a-thon kick-off
Saturday, September 14th, 2013 
9:00 am – 11:00 am
site: coyote creek field station, milpitas

Visit SFBBO’s bird banding station, the 
Coyote Creek Field Station, and help us 
kick-off our CFC Band-a-thon to raise 
money for bird research. We will tour 
mist nets, watch a bird banding demon-
stration, and explore a restored riparian 
habitat. RSVP required, please contact 
Kristin Butler at 408.946.6548 x10 or 
kbutler@sfbbo.org. 

plover and gull research 
presentation 
Saturday, September 21st, 2013
Noon – 1:30 pm 
site: en vironmental volunteers 
ecocenter, palo alto

SFBBO Executive Director Cat Burns 
will be a guest speaker for Environ-
mental Volunteers (EVOLS), a Bay Area 
science and nature education organiza-
tion. Her presentation is open to the 
public and will include an update about 
our Western Snowy Plover and Califor-
nia Gull research. For information, visit 
www.evols.org. 

mailto:kbutler@sfbbo.org

