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A QUARTERLY PUBLICATION ON THE SCIENCE AND CONSERVATION OF BIRDS AND THEIR HABITATS

For 30 years, the San Francisco Bay Bird 

Observatory has studied California Gulls 

in the San Francisco Bay. We document-

ed the incredible growth of their popula-

tion in the South San Francisco Bay, from 

20 gulls breeding in 1980 to over 45,000 

gulls breeding in 2010. During that time, 

we banded over 10,000 California Gulls 

at the largest colony in the South Bay, a 

salt pond known as pond A6. Further-

more, in the past three years, we color 

banded nearly 1,000 additional gulls at 

that colony. This coming spring, we will 

enter a new phase of our California Gull 

research, which will focus on searching 

for new gull colonies established from 

those gulls displaced by the breaching of 

pond A6. 

The South Bay Salt Pond Restoration 

Project is restoring over 15,000 acres 

of former salt evaporation ponds in the 

South Bay to tidal habitats and managed 

ponds. This will increase the habitat 

for marsh species, but limit the habi-

tat available to species that use the salt 

pond habitat. In the coming months, 

Alviso salt pond A6 (formerly known as 
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Chair’s Message

The 29th Annual Membership 

Meeting was held this year at Hidden 

Villa, in Los Altos Hills, a perfect 

setting for our membership to gather 

and celebrate the successes of 2010.  

Beneath the fi rst storm clouds of 

winter, we headed out into the woods 

for some morning birding. As the 

bird walks concluded, we viewed the 

incredible photographs submitted 

to the Click Off 2010 photo competi-

tion, and voted for Best in Show. The 

Annual Meeting is the time when 

SFBBO performs business functions, 

such as informing members about 

the state of the organization and re-

porting the fi nancial status. Outgo-

ing Board Chair, Pati Rouzer, called 

the meeting to order, gave a general 

overview of the day’s events, and 

turned it over to Executive Director, 

Jill Bluso Demers. Jill presented the 

“State of the Observatory” address, 

which included an amazing report 

of our California Gull and Western 

Snowy Plover programs.

The highlight of the meeting was 

the announcement of the California 

Fall Challenge top fundraisers, Mat-

thew Dodder, Mike Mammoser and 

Karen DeMello; the winners of the 

Mewaldt Cup, the SLO Swifts—Doug 

Stinson and Maggie Smith; and the 

presentation of the fi rst-ever Stilt 

Cup, an award designated for high 

school teams who participated in the 

California Fall Challenge. This year’s 

winner was the Team Velociraptors of 

Branham High School in San Jose. As 

Waterbird Science Report 

Gull Crossroads

CALIFORNIA GULL

the Knapp Tract), located at the mouth 

of the Coyote Creek, will be opened to 

tidal action through the breaching of 

the levees that surround the pond. By 

opening the pond to tidal action, the 

restoration process will begin, and A6 

will eventually revert to a tidal marsh.

In 2010, 23,000 California Gulls 

nested in this pond, mostly along the 

dry pond bottom. Once open to the 

Bay, water will enter pond A6 through 

the levee breaches and will fl ood the 

pond bottom. However, sections of 

the interior levee will remain, as well 

as sections of the exterior levee. The 

fl ooding of the pond bottom will make 

that area unusable for California Gulls 

during the 2011 breeding season, but 

California Gulls may continue to nest on 

the interior and exterior levees in com-

ing years. Regardless, the displacement 

of the majority of the 23,000 California 

Gulls that nested in A6 in 2010 may 

threaten the success of the South Bay 

Salt Pond Restoration Project, as it is 

unknown where the gulls will nest in 
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the future and no cohesive management 

plan is currently in place.

California Gulls may impact the other 

nesting waterbird species in the South 

Bay by outcompeting them for nesting 

habitat or by depredating their eggs and 

chicks. The Bird Observatory has already 

documented California Gulls depre-

dating Western Snowy Plover eggs and 

chicks. California Gulls initiate their 

nests in late April. Therefore, for species 

like Forster’s Terns, which start nest-

ing in mid-May, California Gulls may 

easily encroach on their breeding habitat 

before terns attempt to nest. California 

Gulls may also nest in Western Snowy 

Plover habitat, which would further 

jeopardize the recovery of this federally 

threatened species. In 2010, biologists 

found the fi rst California Gull nest at 

Eden Landing Ecological Reserve, home 

to the majority of the Bay’s plovers. In 

addition, California Gulls nested at the 

Davis Waste Water Treatment Plant, the 

fi rst documentation of this species nest-

ing in the Central Valley. Also, PRBO 

Conservation Science biologists have 

recently documented California Gulls 

nesting on the Farallon Islands.

This September, the South Bay Salt 

Pond Restoration Project celebrated the 

completion of pond SF2 in Menlo Park. 

This former salt pond on the southwest 

side of the Dumbarton Bridge is now 

a shallow water pond that contains 30 

nesting islands and Western Snowy 

Plover nesting habitat. The islands were 

designed to support roosting shorebirds 

and nesting American Avocets, Forster’s 

Terns and Black-necked Stilts. It is pos-

sible that the displaced gulls may nest 

on the newly created islands and out 

compete the other nesting waterbirds, for 

which the islands were designed. 

Previous Bird Observatory research 

indicated that California Gulls heav-

ily used local South Bay landfi lls as a 

food source. Many land managers and 

biologists in the bay assumed that the 

displaced California Gulls from A6 

would nest at existing colonies near 

the South Bay landfi lls, or start a new 

colony near the landfi lls. However, with 

recent management changes, gulls may 

not nest closer to the landfi lls after 

all. Beginning in 2008, Newby Island 

Resource Park in Milpitas implemented 

an intensive abatement program to 

limit the number of gulls foraging and 

roosting within the landfi ll area. The 

program has been very successful in 

reducing the number of gulls at the 

landfi ll, and Newby Island is no longer a 

viable food source for the gulls. Tri-Cit-

ies landfi ll in Fremont is due to close 

within the coming year, further reduc-

ing the human-subsidized food sources 

in the South Bay. 

Although no one knows exactly where 

the California Gulls displaced from Pond 

A6 will nest in April 2011, biologists and 

volunteers at the Bird Observatory will 

be ready to monitor existing colonies and 

fi nd any new colonies. We are currently 

working with land managers and biolo-

gists throughout the region to strategize 

the future of California Gull manage-

ment. The Bird Observatory will continue 

to monitor Snowy Plover nests with 

remote cameras to further document the 

impact of gull predation on plover nests. 

In addition, we need volunteers that live 

outside the South Bay to look for new 

colonies along the coast or Central Valley. 

The data collected by the San Francisco 

Bay Bird Observatory are vital to under-

standing California Gull population 

growth and expansion in the San Fran-

cisco Bay. We thank the volunteers who, 

since 1980, helped count gull nests, band 

gulls, and survey for banded gulls. This 

work has been supported by the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service, the California State 

Coastal Conservancy, Republic Services, 

Inc., and the membership of the San 

Francisco Bay Bird Observatory. Most 

importantly, it is through the support of 

our membership that we have been able 

to maintain this dataset for 30 years. 

Are you interested in volunteering for 

our California Gull projects or have you 

seen a banded California Gull? Email 

Caitlin Robinson-Nilsen at cnilsen@

sfbbo.org or call 408-946-6548.

By Caitlin Robinson-Nilsen, Waterbird 

Program Director

STELLER’S SEA EAGLE CRASH LANDING, Endangered Species Category Winner by Christine Hansen, at left, and SUNRISE SILHOUETTE, Bird Portraits Category 

Winner photo by Steve Zamek, at right.

GULL CROSSROADS continued from cover
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The “Gallinago Go Go’s” is one of the 

many guided bird trips created for the 

San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory’s 

California Fall Challenge. As the team 

leader, I strive to raise as much money 

as I can for this annual fundraiser while 

providing a memorable experience for 

all. All donations collected go directly to 

the Bird Observatory. This year we fi lled 

the team with 16 eager participants. 

We birded Marin County focusing 

on the birds of Point Reyes. We began 

as soon as we crossed the Golden Gate 

Bridge. En route to Point Reyes, we 

stopped in the misty redwoods, and 

started our list with Brown Creepers and 

Band-tailed Pigeons. On the way to the 

Bear Valley Visitor’s Center, we stopped 

in a meadow to fi nd a Northern Har-

rier and Western Meadowlarks. At the 

Visitor’s Center, we moved in the direc-

tion of the lighthouse, stopping several 

times along Sir Francis Drake Highway. 

The weather was warm and overcast 

which made bird identifi cation a chal-

lenge, as fi eld marks just don’t “pop” 

under these conditions. Olema Marsh 

was fi lled with vegetation allowing for 

heard-only Virginia Rails and swallows 

above. Moving on to Schooner Bay, we 

arrived during a low tide for shorebird 

viewing. We had a great study of Ruddy 

and Black turnstones, and we also found 

poison oak along the road side. (It only 

took two weeks for the blisters to go 

away!) From here, we worked our way to 

the Oyster Farm and found peeps among 

the shellfi sh. We had a magnifi cent 

Peregrine Falcon fl y-over. He was so 

close to our heads we could have grabbed 

him out of the sky. As we turned toward 

Chimney Rocks, we spent time with the 

cows and found Eurasian Collared Doves 

and glimpses of Tri-colored Black-

birds. The roosting Barn Owl and Great 

Horned Owls were a favorite observation 

of the day, and we shared information 

about them with area tourists. 

From here we scanned the ocean, 

adding three loon species, scoters and 

a Harlequin Duck to our list. As sunset 

approached, we headed north to Mt. 

Vision Road and found bushtits, fl ick-

ers, juncos and a Lincoln Sparrow. 

Moving environmentally-conscious 

birders throughout this type of nature 

wonderland is like herding cats! As the 

trip leader, you have to keep the group 

moving regardless of captivating fl ow-

ers, fungi, banana slugs and weasels. We 

ended our day with 90 species and many 

fantastic moments in nature. Thank you 

to all the folks who spent the day birding 

for the Bird Observatory, and to everyone 

that supported us crazy birdwatchers! It 

was a fabulous opportunity to bird with 

great people for a wonderful cause.

By Lisa Myers, Former SFBBO Board Member 

and Let’s Go Birding Founder

Birding Feature

Gallinago Go Go’s Challenge—Marin County

Welcome, Stephanie!
We are pleased 

to welcome back 

Stephanie Ellis as 

our Outreach and 

Communications 

Director. Stepha-

nie worked as the 

Outreach Specialist at the Bird 

Observatory from 2007 – 2009, 

and returns after working as the 

Director of Animal Care for the 

Wildlife Center of Silicon Valley. 

She has years of experience in 

bird conservation and outreach 

on both coasts. Originally from 

Massachusetts, Stephanie stud-

ied Psychology and BioBehavior 

with an emphasis in Ornithology 

and worked for the Massachusetts 

Audubon Society. “Bird conserva-

tion has played a crucial role in 

my life for the last 15 years. I am 

thrilled to be a part of the Bird 

Observatory,” said Stephanie. 

“Here I am in a position to reach 

out to the community and raise 

awareness of the plights of birds 

in the Bay area, and to bring at-

tention to the outstanding con-

servation efforts of the Bird Ob-

servatory.” We are delighted that 

Stephanie has rejoined our team. 

Say hi to Stephanie at sellis@

sfbbo.org or 408-946-6548.

GALLINAGO GO GO’S Connie Cloak, Larry & Eileen Kay, Marilyn Hemmeter, Patty McGann, Kathy 

Stults, Julie Bryson, Shirley Wodtke, Harold Fukuma, Lori Cuesta, John Stults, Team Leader Lisa Myers, 

Gerry Ellis & Board Chair Pati Rouzer. Not pictured: Board Treasurer Dale Wannen & Lauri Wardlaw.

the fi rst light rain of the winter fell, we 

huddled inside and enjoyed a great lunch 

with great company. 

This meeting was a time to refl ect on 

the past and look forward to the future. 

Next year SFBBO will celebrate its 30th 

Anniversary! We are moving full-speed 

ahead. As we enter into our 30th year, 

we have never been more excited about 

the prospects for SFBBO to expand 

and become more involved with avian 

research and education in the Bay Area 

and beyond. We look forward to seeing 

all of our members often in the next year, 

as we take very important fi rst steps into 

a new decade.

By Troy Rahmig, Board of Directors Chair

CHAIR’S MESSAGE  continued from cover

PH
O

TO
 B

Y
 S

PI
K

E 
M

A
R

LO
W

E

3



Doug Stinson and I did a lot of pre-plan-

ning for our fi rst offi cial bird-a-thon 

together. We had done some casual big 

days, which often fell apart in the late 

afternoon because of poor lighting, traf-

fi c, tides, or just running out of sites for 

new species. We decided to start close 

to home where we could fi nd the ‘dawn 

chorus’ birds, have good morning light, 

tides for the estuary and ocean stops, 

and then fi nish in Kern and Tulare 

counties where we could pick up species 

that are rare in our county.

On October 3rd, we were at Oso Flaco 

Lake in southern San Luis Obispo 

County before fi rst light at 6:30 am, 

and walked out to the lake where we 

got our rails and waterfowl, which 

included a bonus male Canvasback and 

Ring-necked Duck. A Merlin, chas-

ing Black-bellied Plovers over the farm 

fi elds on our way out, was another gift. 

Our next stop was the Oceano Camp-

ground and Community Pond where we 

spent over an hour and easily picked up 

48 species, which included Nashville 

Warbler, Cooper’s Hawk and Snowy 

Plover. We then started up the coast, 

making a short stop in Shell Beach for 

Peregrine Falcon and all three species 

of cormorants. We made many short 

stops around Morro Bay Estuary in Los 

Osos for terns and shorebirds, and hit 

the Northpoint Natural Area for rocky 

shorebirds, loons, alcids and scoters.

We headed inland on Hwy 41 and 

stopped at Cerro Alto Campground 

where we got Brown Creeper and other 

oak woodland birds. We were disap-

pointed at Santa Margarita Lake, 

missing both Osprey and Bald Eagle 

there. Next, we headed for the Carrizo 

Plain for new species: Horned Lark, 

Common Raven, Prairie Falcon and Sage 

and Savannah sparrows. A bonus was 

a Greater Roadrunner. Well ahead of 

CALIFORNIA FALL CHALLENGE 2010

Mewaldt Cup Bird-A-Thon

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Jill Bluso demers with 

Mewaldt Cup winners Maggie Smith and Doug 

Stinson

The SLO Swifts—Doug Stinson and Maggie Smith—won this year’s Mewaldt Cup Bird-a-thon 

Competition with 151 species.

LILAC-BREASTED ROLLER, Birds of the World Category Winner photo by Robert Heil

schedule, we added nine species at Kern 

National Wildlife Refuge, then on to 

Pixley National Wildlife Refuge, where 

we added six more, including Sandhill 

Crane and Cattle Egret.

We stuck to our plan and had a great 

day of birding!

Maggie Smith, SLO Swifts
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The Stilt Cup 2010 
This year, we piloted a new Bird-a-

Thon, the Stilt Cup. This is a com-

petition for high school students. 

We had only one team entering the 

competition, and they set the bar 

for all future competitions.

The Velociraptors of Branham 

High School in San Jose included 

team captain Megan O’Brien, 

Carolyn Knight, Jonathan Amireh, 

Kevin Fasteen, Asit Dave, Tram 

Huynh, Serhiy Vorobyov, Juan Fer-

nandez, and team advisor Melanie 

O’Brien. 

In four hours, they birded 

throughout Santa Clara County 

and in this short time, they saw 57 

species. The Velociraptors will defi -

nitely be the team to beat next year! 

STILT CUP WINNERS Megan O’Brien, 

Carolyn Knight and Jonathan Amireh
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The San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory 

2nd Annual Click Off Photo Contest re-

ceived more than 250 images. The pur-

pose of the photo contest was to promote 

our mission of the conservation of birds 

and their habitats, raise funds for the 

Bird Observatory, and to introduce the 

active Bay Area bird photography com-

munity to the Bird Observatory‘s science 

and outreach efforts. 

Photographers entered their work into 

six categories: Bird Portraits, Birds in 

Their Habitat, Bird Behavior, Endan-

gered Species, Human Interaction, and 

Birds of the World. One image in each 

category was awarded a Best in Category 

award, with several other standout 

images awarded Honorable Mentions. 

From these images, a fi nal award, the 

Best in Show award was selected by the 

members who attended the Annual 

Meeting on October 17, 2010. Richard 

Pavek’s photo “White-tailed Kite Hand-

off” won this year’s Best in Show award.

Category Winners will spend a week-

end at Bruce Finocchio’s Ramrod Ranch 

Click Off 2010 Photo Contest 

WHITE-TAILED KITE HANDOFF, Bird Behavior Category Winner and Best in Show photo by Richard Pavek

in Monterey Country, which has been set 

up for bird blind photography. Photogra-

phers receiving Honorable Mention were 

awarded $25 gift certifi cates to Borrow 

Lenses, and the Best in Show winner 

will be able to spend a day in the fi eld 

photographing with a Bird Observatory 

scientist. 

By Michael Kern, Board of Directors

Click Off 2010 Winners
BIRD BEHAVIOR
Categor y Winner and Best in Show – White-tailed Kite Handoff by Richard Pavek
Honorable Mentions – Dinner Time by Steve Zamek; Dancing Beak to Beak by 
Donald Dvorak; Twisting Tern by Son Nguyen; Ballerina Egret by Son Nguyen

HUMAN INTERACTION
Categor y Winner – Bird Watching Close Up by Donald Dvorak
Honorable Mentions – Steller’s Jay Stealing Sweetner Packets by Bill Stone; Hunted 
by Brooke Miller

BIRDS IN THEIR HABITAT
Categor y Winner – Meadow by Ashutosh Sinha
Honorable Mentions – White on White on White by Stephen Shunk; Oops by 
Ashutosh Sinha; Springtime Rhapsody by Richard Pavek

BIRD PORTRAITS
Categor y Winner – Sunrise Silhouette by Steve Zamek
Honorable Mentions – Proud Mama by Ashutosh Sinha; High Five by Ashutosh 
Sinha; Mallard Magic by Katherine Ulrich; Yellow-rumped Warbler and Fall Colors 
by Katherine Ulrich; “I’m coming” by Catherine Dobbins; Coopers Watch by Jack 
Sutton; Northern Pintail Wingfl ap by Eleanor Briccetti; Caspian Turn by Chet Clark

ENDANGERED SPECIES
Categor y Winner – Steller’s Sea Eagle Crash Landing by Christine Hansen
Honorable Mentions – Fledgling Spotted Owl by Richard Pavek; Clapper Rail by Pati 
Rouzer

BIRDS OF THE WORLD
Categor y Winner – Lilac-Breasted Roller, Savute Channel Botswana by Robert Heil
Honorable Mentions – “Has she noticed my tail yet?” by Catherine Dobbins ; White-
tailed Eagle Confrontation by Christine Hansen; Male Anhinga with Breeding 
Plumage by George Perlstein

A Great Gift for 
the Birds
Why not give a Gift in 

Honor for the holidays 

this year to recognize a 

special person or family? 

For each $25 Gift in 

Honor donation, we will 

promptly send a beauti-

ful, personalized tribute 

card to you, or to the person or family you indicate, 

to notify them of your thoughtful donation. The card 

features this beautiful, full-color photograph of a 

Cedar Waxwing by Robert Fournier.

Your donation will support our scientifi c research 

and monitoring projects that conserve birds and 

their habitats. All donations are tax deductible. 

Contact us at 408-946-6548 to tell us how many cards 

to send. Mail a check in the amount of your choice 

or make a secure online donation at www.sfbbo.org. 

Thank you for celebrating a loved one by conserving 

birds. 

CEDAR WAXWING by Robert 

Fournier
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Thank you 
  to our 14th Annual 
       California Fall Challenge 

  Sponsors & Donors!

The 2010 California Fall Challenge has 

come to its climactic fi nale. This annual 

event is the Bird Observatory’s biggest 

fundraiser. What a whirlwind of events! 

We are proud to announce that, to date, 

we’ve raised almost $30,000, and the do-

nations are still coming in. We celebrat-

ed the birds of the Bay Area by hosting 

157 bird enthusiasts on 11 guided bird-

ing excursions in 5 different counties. 

Our Mewaldt Cup Bird-a-Thon fostered 

competition from around the state, and 

we kicked off our new Stilt Cup Bird-a-

Thon for high schoolers. We thank all 

who participated or donated during this 

exciting event!

Top Fundraisers

Leonie Batkin, Matthew Dodder, Mike 

Mammoser, Karen DeMello, Tom 

Stewart, Charles Coston, Lisa Myers, 

Robin Leong, Jan Hintermeister, Ed 

Temple

Fall Challenge Guided Trip 
Leaders

Chris Benesh, Jill Demers, Karen 

DeMello, Matthew Dodder, Alvaro 

Jaramillo, Lisa Myers, Kay Partelow, 

Ryan Phillips, Bob Power, Mike Rogers, 

Caitlin Robinson-Nilsen, Pati Rouzer, 

Scott Terrill, Denise Wight

California Fall Challenge Donors

Norman and Melvia Akita, Jr., Valerie 

Baldwin, Chris Bard, Ronald Barklow and 

Viola Saima-Barklow, Robert Barry, Leonie 

Batkin and Ron Thorn, Vikki Bay, Barbara 

Bekins, Pat Bitton, William Black, Susan 

Blake, Bryan Bosza, Connie Bowencamp, 

Robert Briggs, John Brown and Moira Urich, 

Raymond Brulotte, Juliette Bryson, Shawn 

Bujalski, Joe Burri, Kate Bycroft, Dudley 

Carlson, Bliss Carnochan, Ted Chandik, 

Chih Tung Chen, Paul and Marijane 

Chestnut, Bruce Chiriatti, Terry and Zeo 

Coddington, Glenn Collins, Rita and Rob 

Colwell,Charles and Joan Coston, Jean Dana, 

Terry Daubek, Janice and Frank Delfi no, 

Jill and Scott Demers, Joseph DiAndrea and 

Kathy Harris, Marianne Dieckmann, 

Matthew Dodder, Clyde and Barbara Dodder, 

Peihong Dong, Noney Eckert, Edwin and 

Mary Jane Ehmke, Carol Eyheralde, Bob 

Ferrario, Harold Fukuma, Eugene and 

Anna Gaenslen, David Ganser, Sandra Gant, 

Renee Gee, Hazel Gibson, Eric Goodill, 

Phil and Pat Gordon, Helen Green, Kenneth 

Greenwood and Sonia Jacob, Denise and 

David Hamilton, Dolores Hansen, Janet 

and Jay Hanson, Aiko and Kaz Hayashi, 

Jan Hintermeister, Marti Hogue, David 

Johnston, Ph.D. and Sherry Hudson, 

Rebecca Jackrel, Richard and Christine 

Jeffers, Susan Jepsen, Robert Jones, Jane 

Jordan, Kristine Karnos, Larry and Eileen 

Kay, Roland Kenner and Patricia Kenny, 

Charlotte Kisling, Jennifer Krauel, C.P. 

Krieger, Susan Kritzik, Kimberly Lane, 

Michael and Mary Anne Larimore, Carl and 

Shirley Larson, Leslie Larson and Michael 

Bennett, Joanne Lazar, Kathleen Lee, 

Rosalie Lefkowitz, Scott Lehrbaum, David 

Lewis, Cathy Loewen, Mary Lorey, Christian 

and Jeff Machler, Chris MacIntosh, Dennis 

Makovec, John Malek, Michael Mammoser, 

Joseph and Mari Mammoser, Mary Massee, 

M. Kay Matthews, Patty McGann, Andrew 

Melnick, John and Maria Meyer, Patricia 

Michelin , Nora Mihelick, George and 

Luisa Miller, Sandy and Steve Moore, Steve 

Moore, Let’s Go Birding, Bess Nericci, Dave 

Norlander, Carol Oda, Natasha Oniszczak, 

Margaret and C.J. Panton, Roberta Preu, 

Mary Lou Ramsey, D.D.S. and Sam Haskins, 

Mark Raven, Bill Rhoades, James and 

Elsa Richardson, Cindy Roessler, Michael 

and Alma Kali Rogers, Steve and Heather 

Rottenborn, Patricia Rouzer, D.C., Phyllis 

Sasaki, Harry Savage, Darlene Sears, 

Brenda Senturia, Mitchell Sewell, Anita and 

Richard Sheats, Kathryn Shepard, Geraldine 

Shepard, Paul and Kathleen Sidenblad, Nancy 

Silva, Geetha Srikantan, Julie Stallman, 

Edward Stein, Thomas Stewart and Martha 

Castillo, Mark and Mary Stoering, Robert 

Stoker, Debbie Thompson, Arthur Traum, 

John Treichler and Sally Wood, Yvonne 

Trevelyan, Ruth and Gene Troetschler, Le 

Truong, Ann Verdi, Annette Walton, Dieter 

and Susan Walz, Cary Warren, Lisa Weber, 

Mary Whittaker, Lou and Jean Young, Gerald 

Young, Bob and Carol Yutzy

Fabulous In-Kind Sponsors

Almaden Valley Nursery, Bay Nature 

Magazine, birdJams, California Academy of 

Science, Casa de San Pedro Bed and Breakfast, 

Cheesemans’ Ecology Safaris, Classic Car 

Wash, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Eagle 

Optics, Elite Island Resorts, Exploratorium, 

Guglielmo Winery, Hans Peeters Wildlife Art, 

Happy Hollow, Hornblower Cruises, Hyeyon 

Moon Photography, iFLY SF Bay, Inn Above 

Tide, Inverness Valley Inn, Jay House Vacation 

Rental, Los Gatos Bird Watcher, Mono Lake 

Committee, Monterey Bay Aquarium, Napa 

Valley Wine Train, Oakland A’s, Oceanic 

Society Expeditions, Panama Canopy Tower 

& Lodge, Patagonia Palo Alto, REI Mountain 

View, Rude Designs, San Francisco Giants, 

San Jose Museum of Art, Sorensen’s Resort, 

St. George Spirits, Thistle Creek Studios, 

University of California Press, Vicki Topaz 

Photography, Victor Emanuel Nature Tours 

, Suzi Eszterhas Wildlife Photography, Paul 

Bannick, Barbara Banthien, Leonie Batkin, 

Julie Bryson, Gerry Ellis, Annette Jung, 

Michael Kulakofsky, Deborah LeFalle, Caitlin 

Robinson-Nilsen, Kenneth Peterson, Dorothy 

Quate, Ashutosh Sinha, Ed Temple, Dale 

Wannen

MEADOW, Birds in their Habitat Category Winner photo by Ashutosh Sinha

6



board of directors
Troy Rahmig, MS Chair

Edward Temple Vice-Chair

Dale Wannen Treasurer

Patricia Rouzer, DC

Michael Kern, MBA

executive director
Jill Bluso Demers, MS

development director
Melanie Kimbel

outreach and communications
director
Stephanie Ellis

waterbird program director
Caitlin Robinson-Nilsen, MS

biologists
Alvaro Jaramillo, MS; Josh Scullen, BS
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Kathi Kendrick
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membership manager
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The San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory 
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dedicated to the conservation of birds 

and their habitat through science and 

outreach. 
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Our thanks to these supporters of the 
San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory!

 

Thank you new and returning members, and 

generous donors, July - September 2010.

pa rtner $1,0 0 0+
Leonie Batkin, Field Guides Inc., Jean Myers

sponsor $50 0 - $999
Sarane Bowen, Gerry Ellis, Rebecca Jackrel, 

Steelcase Foundation
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Joe Baker, Juliette Bryson, Judith Dunham, John 

Johnson, Steve Kass, Larry and Eileen Kay, Anne 

Kelley, Kathi and Paul Kendrick, Susan Kritzik, 

Cindy Lockhart, Michael Mammoser, Ronald and 

Barbara McDow, Patty McGann, George and Luisa 

Miller, Sandy and Steve Moore, Let’s Go Birding, 

David Presotto and Caryl Carr, Patricia Rouzer, D.

C., Tate and Curtis Snyder, Ann Verdi, Lisa Weber

con tr ibu tor $10 0 - $2 49
Adobe Systems Inc., Patricia Bacchetti, Carol 

Baker, Robert Barry, Laurie Bechtler, Daniel 

Becker and Johanna van de Woestijne, Barbara 

Bekins, William Bigler, Pat Bitton, Bob and 

Barbara Brandriff, Laura Buss, Eugenia and Peter 

Caldwell, John Cant, Deanne Carlson, Dudley 

Carlson, Ann Chiller, Debra Chromczak, Clinton 

Cleveland, Connie Cloak, Terry and Zeo 

Coddington, Rita and Rob Colwell, Cecilia Craig, 

Ron Critchley, Jason Crotty, Lori Cuesta, Michael 

and Carol Danaher, Jill and Scott Demers, Michele 

Dennis, Alan Eisner, Frances Escherich, Don 

Fallon, Eric Feuss and Rebecca Alex, Joan Frisoli, 

Harold Fukuma, Nancy Green, Edward Gustafson, 

Susan Haggerty, Jean Halford, Christopher 

Hamilton and Donna De Diemar, Caroline Harris, 

Annette Herz, Jan Hintermeister, Kirsten 

Holmquist, Susie Hons, Barbara Hurtig-Willis, 

David Johnston, Ph.D. and Sherry Hudson, Carol 

Jordan and Paul Dummel, Jane Jordan, Vivek and 

Leena Khanzode, Judy Klein, Mary Krentz, 

Michael and Carolyn Kulakofsky, Susan Lane, 

Holly Lee, Kristine Long, Mary Lorey, Spike 

Marlowe, Gerard McChesney, Shannon 

McMahon, Microsoft, Julio Mulero, Thomas and 

Lorraine Myers, Melanie O’Brien, Steven Patt, 

Donald Pendleton, Bob Power, Santa Clara Valley 

Audubon Society, David Quady, Mary Lou Ramsey, 

D.D.S. and Sam Haskins, Irene Rice, Michael and 

Alma Kali Rogers, Paul Saraceni and Wendy 

Beckman, Harry Savage, Michael and Wendy 

Schackwitz, Ken Schneider, Brenda Senturia, 

Kristin and Mark Shields, Stephen Shunk, Maggie 

Smith, David Speer and Tiffany Choy, John Stults, 

Erika Taketa, Jim Thomas, Joyce Tom, Joanne 

Wallin, Lauri Wardlaw, Virginia and Riley Willcox, 

Shirley Wodtke, Lou and Jean Young

fr iend $60 - $99
Valerie Baldwin, Vikki Bay, Patricia Busk, M.C. 

Dobbins, M.D., Phil and Pat Gordon, Denise and 

David Hamilton, Howard Higley, Melanie 

Kimbel, Joanne Lazar, David Loeb, David 

McIntyre, Peter Metropulos, PPG Industries 

Foundation, Roberta Preu, Rick and Laurie 

Roberts, John and Barbara Robeson, Jim Roethe, 

Lionel Schour, Ashutosh Sinha, Sandra Skolnik, 

Elinor Spellman, Don Stang, Paul and Robin 

Stevens, Richard Stovel, Yvonne Trevelyan, Ruth 

and Gene Troetschler, Debbie Wong and Tadd 

Ottman, Sophia Wong, Bob and Carol Yutzy

b a sic $40 - $59
Mary Ann Allan, Gerry Argenal, Henry Barton, 

Cynthia Berg, Raymond Brulotte, Bliss 

Carnochan, Carol Chetkovich, Chet Clark, Tim 

Cleere, Marie and Kathy Culwell, Jean Dana, 

Maryann Danielson, Janice and Frank Delfi no, 

Anna DeVine, Donald and Elaine Dvorak, Hans 

and Diane Ernst, Janet Farmer, Jeff Feierfeil and 

Charlene Staricco, Bruce Finocchio, Mary 

Fitzpatrick, Pat Gannon, Wally and Lois 

Goldfrank, Helen Green, Cornelia Grimes, 

Dolores Hansen, Rosemary and Robert Heil, Nick 

and Kathy Hendig, Mary Kelly, M.D., David and 

Penny Kiehl, Joanna and Ralph Koch, Laura 

Koehler, Thomas Konno, Va Landschoot, Aldora 

Lee, Libby Lucas, Nelle Lyons, John and Betty 

MacDonald, Nazila Malekpour, M. Kay Matthews, 

Barbara McLauchlin, Sonny Mencher, John and 

Maria Meyer, Motorola Foundation, Mary Lee and 

Howard Mueller, Aki Muramatsu, Manisse 

Newell, Chris Okon, Stephen and Laurie Pakula, 

Margaret and C.J. Panton, Muriel Parker, Jordan 

Plotsky, Patricia Prettie, Donald and Diethild 

Price, Peter Radcliff, Troy and Corina Rahmig, 

Joan Raiter, Robert Reiling, Annemarie 

Rosengreen, Leonard Rush, Grace Sain, Jessie 

Schilling, William Scoggins, Shearwater 

Journeys, Pat Smith, Eric Sorenson, Jean-Marie 

Spoelman, Geetha Srikantan, Karlene and Terry 

Stoker, Susan Teefy, Monet Thomson, Michael 

Valainis, Kevin and Michelle Von Luehrte, Zona 

Walcott and Ron Goldthwaite, George Wallace, 

Alan and Sandra Walther, Irene Watt, Daniela 

Wersin, Pat Wong

Message of Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving is a special time to refl ect on what is good in our lives. We ask 

ourselves, “What are we thankful for this year?” At the San Francisco Bay Bird 

Observatory, there is one single answer to this question. We are thankful for 

our members. Your annual gifts, large and small, support our avian research 

and monitoring projects—data that informs land managers, and educates 

policymakers and Bay Area residents. You help us tell the world that science is 

imperative to conservation and management of healthy ecosystems and birds.
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Saturday, January 8th, 2011 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm 

test your gull-ability
site: palo alto baylands
Join Bird Observatory biologist and gull 

expert, Alvaro Jaramillo, for a morning 

of birding at the Palo Alto Baylands. The 

Baylands’ duck pond is a great location to 

study gulls up close. Put your gull I.D. to 

the test! Participants can also expect to 

see several species of waterfowl and we’ll 

comb the mudfl ats for wintering shore-

birds. There is no charge, but RSVP is 

required. This trip is in collaboration 

with Bay Nature Magazine. We have 

reserved 10 spaces for Bird Observatory 

participants. Sign up soon!

  

Tuesday, January 18th and Thursday, 

January 20th (instruction), 6:30 – 9:00 pm;

Sunday, January 23rd (fi eld trip) 

gull workshop with 
alvaro jaramillo 
Believe it or not, gulls have a fanatical 

fan base in the birding world. But for 

most of us, gulls can be a challenge to 

identify. This workshop will help you 

understand the general concepts of gull 

identifi cation to give you the confi dence 

524 Valley Way
Milpitas, CA 95035

www.sfbbo.org

Calendar

to go out there and give the local gulls 

a name (and age). We live in a gull-rich 

part of the world. This course will help 

you to fully appreciate the gull haven in 

which we live. Apart from identifi cation, 

we will touch on topics such as human 

infl uence on gull distribution, the 

impact of gulls on other breeding birds, 

gull behavior, and migration. This 

workshop is ideal for the intermediate 

birder on up. A $150 fee is required to 

attend the workshop.

  

Saturday, January 22nd, 2011 

8:00 am – 12:00 pm

winter bayside birding
Join the Bird Observatory’s new Out-

reach Director, Stephanie Ellis, for a 

fun and informative morning of winter 

birding along the Bay. We will start at 

the Alviso Marina and hit several loca-

tions including Sunnyvale and Moun-

tain View in search of gulls, waterfowl, 

shorebirds and more. This is a great op-

portunity to learn more about the Bird 

Observatory’s Science and Outreach 

Programs throughout the Bay. Dress 

warm. RSVP requested. Rain cancels. 

Saturday. February 19, 2011 

8:30 am – 10:30 am

a bird in the hand 
site: coyote creek field station 
(milpitas)
Visit the Bird Observatory’s bird band-

ing station, the Coyote Creek Field Sta-

tion. Learn about the Bird Observatory’s 

bird banding research and see several 

different species up close. We will tour 

mist nets, watch a bird banding demon-

stration, and explore a restored riparian 

habitat. Please join us and learn why 

bird banding is so important for pro-

tecting birds and their habitats. RSVP 

required. Rain cancels. 

  

special 
event

accessible: Please contact the Outreach 

Specialist so that we can coordinate with you.

walk: RSVP to outreach@sfbbo.org or 

408.946.6548. Space is limited to 20 people. 

Free for members; $10 for non-members.

volunteer 
activity

BIRD WATCHING CLOSE UP, Human Interaction 

Category Winner photo by Donald Dvorak
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