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BANDING AND THE OCCASIONAL 
VAGRANT 

By Michael Rigney

Many of us who spend a great deal of time on birding 
field trips know the exhiliration of finding a rare bird. 
Some birders, in fact, expend large sums of money and
even greater amounts of time to chase down these elusive 

"vagrantsS". 
Someone once said (I think it must have been somne- 

one with a much more patience than the average rare bird 
chaser) that if you wait long enough, every bird known to 
North America will eventually be found in California.
Those of us who are also banders have realized that if you
band in a location which is frequented by large numbers of 
migrants, sooner or later you will encounter a surprise in 
your mist net or trap.

As the keeper of records for the Santa Clara Audubon 
Society, Bill Bousman has shared a few of the most interest 
ing vagrant records which have involved captures at local 
banding stations. Chief among these stations are CCRS 
and the Wool Ranch, a two-year banding project instituted 
by Dick Mewaldt in the early 1970's. The Wool Ranch is lo- 

cated atop Mount Allison in the hills above Milpitas and has 
long been known as a favorite stop-over for migrating pas- 
serines.

Black and White Warbler banded at CCRS in the fall of 1988. This bird 
represents onc of only eight records for this species in Santa Clara County 
Photo by Dick Mewaldt

HAMMOND'S FLYCATCHER 
26 records, including 13 from Wool Ranch and 11 
from CCRS (31 August, 1986 - 1 Octber, 1990). 
Only two sight records, both of singing birds in the 
spring.

DUSKY FLYCATCHER 

Below are a few of these records which Bill has ex 
tracted from his voluminous files on Santa Clara birds.

Six records, five banded at CCRS. Only one sight re- 
cord of a detailed observation by David Suddjian in 
the fall. 

coSTA'S HUMMINGBIRD 
Seven records, including one CCRS record, 18 Septem 

ber, 1988.

GRAY FLYCATCHER 
25 records, incuding 21 banded at Wool Ranch and 
2 at CCRS (20-23 April, 1986). 

CALLIOPE HUMMINGBIRD 
21 records, including 10 from Wool Ranch and five 

from CCRS (15 April, 1987 -6 May, 1989). 

BROWN THRASHER 7 
One banded at CCRS3 October, 1987.

RED-EYED VIREO 
Two banded this fall at CCRS. LEAST FLYCATCHER

Seven records, all banded at CCRS. 
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Rare Migrants and "Candy"Birds
McCaskie, G., P. De Benedictus, R. A. Erickson, and J. 

Morlan. 1979. Birds of Northern California. 

This fall we had a good mix of rare migrants and even 
a few "candy" birds. Three Common Poorwills (COPO)
were banded: 10, 17, and 24 October, for the first record of 
this species at the Station. The migration period for this 
species is poorly known due to its noctumal habits and als0 
becausesome do not migrate at all. A Hammond's Fly- 
catcher (HAFL) was banded on 1 October for one of our 
latest records. Dusky Flycatchers (DUFL) were caught and 
keyed out on 19 July and 22 August. Both of these 
Empidonax species are very rare at the Station. Four Ash- 
throated Flycatchers (ATHL) were captured which is about 
nomal and a Westem Kingbird (WEKI)(always unusual at 
the Station) was banded on 21 September. 

House Wren (HOWR) capture data show a mixture of 
migrating and wintering birds, T believe, although numbers 
captured are always low. Only one was banded this year, a 
probable migrant on 18 August. A Solitary Vireo (SOVI) 
was captured on 8 September and recaptured on 16 Sep- 

temberfor one of our few records for this species. Nine 
MacGillivray's Warblers (MGWA) were captured with an 
unbelievable eight in one day on 27 September. Last fall 
we did not capture any. 

Four White-throated (WTSP) Sparows were banded 
with capture dates of 24 and 29 October and 15 and 21 
November. This was the only rare sparrow or finch that 
could be found this fall. 

The best of the candy birds was an adult Red-eyed 
Vireo (REVI) that turned up on 12 August and probably re- 
mained in the local area since it was recaptured on 29 Au- 
gust. This is the first record of this species for Santa Clara 
County. (Ed. Note: See related article on rarities at the Sta- 
tion on Page 1 of this issue). Almost as surprising is a sec- 
ond Red-eyed Vireo that showed up on 25 September for 
the second county record! A juvenile Tennessee Warbler
(TEWA) was banded on 9 October, a first for the Station
and one of the few county records. A Western Palm War 
bler (WPWA) banded on 7 November was also a first for 
the Station. Single Palm Warblers were found on both the 
San Jose and Palo Alto Christmas Counts this winter it is 
seldom seen on either count. An Ovenbird (OVEN) was 
captured on 11 October and this is another seldom-found 
Species with only three records in the county. A single 
Northern Waterthrush (NOWA) banded on 6 September 
was more expected as we have banded fall birds in 1987 
and 1989 as well. 

WESTERN BANDING SUMMARY

by Elsie Richey 

The July-September issue of the North American Bird 
Bander carried a summary (prepared by CCRS) of all band 
ing conducted in the western United States, the westem 
provinces of Canada and Mexico during 1989. A total of 
472 species were banded in 1989 by 359 banders, includ-
ing individuals and group operations such as wildlife ref- 
uges and bird observatories.

Notable among these banders were the 43 individual 
and 50 group-affiliated banders operating in Califormia.
Topping this list with the highest number of species and in- 
dividual birds banded was Point Reyes Bird Observatory 
with 161 species and 8,303 birds banded. Coming in a 
strong second was Coyote Creek Riparian Station (103 spe- 
cies and 7,750 birds).

I thought it would interest RipariaNews readers to see 
how we fared compared to other oganizations (particularly 
PRBO) for species which we recorded "Highest Bander" 
CCRS banders banded the largest number of birds for six- 
teen species represented in the table below. 

TABLE 1. Comparative data for 16 species of birds for which CCRS was 
"highest bander" in the western region.

Species No. Banded No. Banded % of Tolal 

in West by CCRSs Banded
Allen's Hummingbird 

Western Flycatcher 
165 65 39 

1,337 739 53 
Black Phoebe 192 120 62 
Swainson's Thrush 841 295 35 
Hermit Thrush 920 481 52 
Northern Mockingbird 126 49 39 
Common Yecllowthroat 384 103 27 
Brown Towhee 251 36 14 

Song Sparrow 
Lincoln's Sparrow 

Golden-crowned Sparrow 

1,768 292 17 

986 154 16 

958 234 24 
Puget Sound Wh.-cr. Sparrow S82 267 46 
Western Meadowlark 52 23 44 
Bullock's Oriole 129 4 27 

Literature Cited House Finch 8,771 1,498 17 

American Goldfinch 
Point Reyes Bird Observatory banded the highest 

number for 24 species. Many of these were pelagic species 
banded on the Farallon Islands or "vagrant" species banded
either at the Palo Marin field station or on the Farallons. 

386 187 48 

Campbell, K., R. A. Erickson, and S. F. Bailey. 1988. "Mid- 
dle Pacific Coast Region," American Birds. Vol. 41, 
No. 5. 

1989. "Middle Coast Region," Amican Birds,
Vol. 42, No. 5. 

Grinnell, J. and A. H. Miller. 1944. The distribution of the 
birds of California. Pacific Coast Avifauna. No. 27. 

It is also interesting to note that many of those report
ing banding activities during 1989 were associated with ed- 
ucational institutions, govemment agencies, bird 
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observatories, etc. These are summarized in Table 2 

below. Session 4 7:30-9:30 pm March 21 T.BA 

We will continue our discussion of identification, age- 
ing and sexing of sparrows, thrushes, fiycatchers, warblers
and hummingbirds. 

TABLE 2. Group representation in westerm region.

Type of Agency Number
Session 5 7:00-12:00 am 

Wildlife Refuges 
March 16, 17 CCRS 
March 23, 24 26 

Govermment Agencies (USFWS, BLM, NPS, etc) 
Conservation Organizations (TNC, NAS) 

36 
This last field session wll provide students with experi-

ence in taking birds out of mist nets, logging in and process-
ing birds, openning and cdlosing nets. We will also be 
signing the new graduates up for regular banding assign-
ments for coming months.

Please be aware that Active Banders are required to 
commit to at least 2 banding sessions per month or 20 ses- 
sions per year. 

If you are interested in this course please cal the Sta- 
tion@(408) 262-9204 to reserve a spot. We feel you will 
find bird banding a rewarding experience. For you long-
time birders, it will provide you with a new perspective on 
birds which cannot be attained any other way. 

Educational Institutions 76 

Research Facilities (Bird Observatories) 34 
Wildlife Rescue Centers 

Museums and Zoos 

Includes CCRS 
One hundred fifty-six banders are pursuing their re- 

search independently. Pooling the information collected by 
all bird banders should give us more insight into "who is 

where and when". We'reall part of a vast movement to 
leam more about our environment. 

CCRS BIRD BANDING SUMMARY 
1990 

BANDER TRAINING CLASS 

CCRS is again offering its popular Bird Banding class 
beginning on March 7, 1991. This ocombination lecture-
field class will provide sufficient hands-on experience to 
qualify graduates for participation in the ongoing
biomonitoring program at CCRS. Completion of this 
course is also the first step in qualifying for a Federal Bird 
Banding Subpermit. The cost of the class is $25. The class
schedule and meeting places are listed below. Registration 
is limited to 25 and you must pre-register before March 1, 
1991 to be eligible for the course. 

by Michael Rigney 

The number of banded birds (7,205) in 1990 was 
down somewhat from last year's record high despite the fact 
that we operated more days (324) than last year. In addi-
tion, recaptures (4,352) dropped substantially this year-
down by 33% over 1989. On the "up" side though, we 
added nine new species to our CCRS "ife list" which now 
stands at 152. These species are highlighted in Table 1 
of this artice. One species in particular, the Red-eyed Vireo, 
represents the first (and second) record for Santa Clara 
County. Figure 1 below shows the number of birds 

Colwell Residence 
281 Margarita Ct 
Los AllO0s 
(415) 949-1869 

Session 1 7:30-9:30 pm March 7 

Session 1 will focus on introducing the student to 
banding data sheets, summary data forms and the useof
molt and other features to age and sex birds. We will also 

explore the "whys" of banding and what questions it can 

and cannot answer.

Birds Specles 100 10000

8000 -**----------. 

6000 30 
Session 2 7:00-12:00 am March 9,10 CCRS 

4000 40 Session 2 will be our first field experience with band-
ing techniques. Dress warmly and be prepared to walk 
about a mile and a half. As with all field sessions you have 
your choice of either a Saturday or Sunday at the banding
station. Students will practice handling birds, taking birds 
out of traps. We will also introduce students to various age- 
ing and sexing resource materials. 

2000 20 

1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 
819 1750 777 |3389 6n2 7003 6711 7619 7205 

Specles Banded 45 68 40 60 83 95 90 94 93 
Birde Banded 

Years 
Session 3 7:30-9:30 pm March 14 T.B.A

Birde Banded Specles Banded
Session 3 will provide students with specific informa-

tion on identification, ageing and sexing of birds which we 

will be encountering in the next field sessions and in spring
migration. FIGURE 1. Banding summary for CCRS from 1982 through 1990.
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Oct Nov Dec Total May Jul Aug Sep 
Jan Feb Mar Apr Jun Species 

11 2 7 Warbling Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo

3 92 

Tennessee Warbler 

12 10 5 19 Orange-crowned Warbler

Nashville Warbler

293 
45 

32 227 19 

12 9 

Yellow Warbler
4 Myrtle Warbler

63 35 301 82 20 28 S4 Audubon's Warbler
Black-th. Gray Warbler
Townsend's Warbler 
Western Palm Warbler

1 Ovenbird

Northern Waterthrush 
MacGillivray's Warbler
Common Yellowthroat 6 202 50 

142 15 1 
19 23 59 
5 1 

Wilson's Warbler 
Western Tanager

33 3 10 3 Black-headed Grosbeak

30 
4 

11 7 
Spotted Towhee
Brown Towhee 3 

61 26 3 25 4 6 35 
43 20 12 101 

6 
19 

Savannah Sparrow
Fox Sparrow 1 3 

287 39 2 0 4 0 9 51 10 
0 8 136 42 

Song Sparrow 
Lincoln's Sparrow 
White-throated Sparrow
Golden-crowned Sparrow

21 

2 1 1 

61 41 Z 204 22 11 2 

200 
305 

Z1 1 29 4 

36 37 61 
2 9 

11 
Puget Sound White-cr. Sp. 
Gambel's White-cr. Sp 
Oregon Junco
Red-winged Blackbird 
Western Meadowlark 

22 17 
1 21 

17 3 

2 

193 11 9 2 3 16 16 42 4 

5 

29 6 1 2 
i 1 9 

Brewer's Blackbird 
Brown-headed Cowbird
Hooded Oriole 
Bullock's Oriole 18 

92 10 9 22 1290 232 298 265 110 98 9 House Finch

8 16 
95 2 248 

2 
17 3 63 2 

Lesser Goldfinch 
American Goldfinch 
Pine Siskin
House Sparrow 1 

230 
T205 

7205 
T205 

1060 1310 841 434 606 529 600 322 281 325 667 
3330 4390 5700 6541 6975 2201 2730 

Total new captures 
Cumulative captures 603 928 1595 322 

30 21 40 42 42 47 46 37 27 37 26 

4352 
324 

Species banded

294 312 356 414 326 247 226 196 
21 

521 
28 

378 
25 

606 476 
30 31 31 28 31 

Recaptures 
Days of operation 30 29 20 20 
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the cause of this decreased capture rate revolves around
the loss of productive nectar producing plants such as tree 
tobacco due to flood control construction.

Because traps were run on an opportunistic basis, cap- 
ture efficiency (as expressed by birds per trap hour) varied 
widely between the two years. As a consequence, little con- 
clusive information is available on capture success of graniv- 
orous birds in traps. We hope, in the near future, to 
standardize our trap operation during the winter to study
population trends of Zonotrichia more thoroughly. 

CCRS volunteers and staff again this year, banded at 
a number of different locations throughout California. 
These locations included Lundy Canyon and Long Barm in 
the Sierra Nevada, Natural Bridges State Park, Alum Rock 
Park, the San Francisco Bay National Wildlife Refuge, and 
IBM 

banded and the species banded since CCRS's inception in 
1982. As you can see from the graph, there has been little 
substantive change over the past few years indicating that,

given a similar effort, we are banding most of the birds

within our study area. 
For the first time this year we are able to compare not 

only the numbers and kinds of birds banded but also the 
rate of capture throughout the year based upon the num- 
ber of traps or nets run. Using the daily summary sheets, 
Chris Otahal has gone back over 1990 and 1989 extracting 
the number of nets and traps run each day and the dura-
tion each net or trap was open. This infomation was put 
into a database which has enabled us to calculate the num-
ber of birds per net or trap hour. These bits of data are es- 
sential for us to be able to determine the "true" abundance 
of particular species. Over several years, these data will 
also allow us to detemine whether a species is declining or 
increasing at our Station. Figure 2 below, shows the 
varying capture rates for 1989 and 1990 for mist nets only. 

The graph shows that the peak of Spring migration oc- 

cured in June in 1989 while the peak was reached a 
month earlier, in May, in 1990. Similarly, Fall migration 
peaked in October in 1989 while September was the peak 
month in 1990. Overall, capture rates were higher in 1990 
(0.39 birds per net hour [b.p.n.h.] than in 1989 (0.26
b.p.n.h.). 

On a species level, it is interesting to note that while 
more Swainson's Thrushes were banded in 1989 (295) 

than in 1990 (272), the capture rate in 1990 was higher 
(7.5 bptnh.) than 1989 (6.8 bptnh.). (Because the ratio of 
individual birds banded to the total number of net hours is 
so lou, the capture rate is expressed in birds per thousand 
net hours or "bptnh").The reverse was true of many of our 
migratory and resident hummingbirds. The Anna's Hum- 
mingbird was captured at a rate of 5.8 bptnh in 1989,
whereas, the rate in 1990 was 4.8 bptnh. Speculation as to 

ities in south San Jose. Also included are birds
habilitated by Wildlife Rescue of Palo Alto. These addi-
tional bandings (listed in Table 2)comprised 260 birds
of 50 species. As predicted by Dick Mewaldt in last year's 
summary, this total has nearly doubled. 

TABLE 2. Numbers of birds banded at locations other than CCRS 
during 1990. 

Number Species
Mallard
Gadwall 
Common Goldeneye 
Red-shouldered Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 
American Kestrel1
Common Barn-Ow
Great Horned Owl 
Northern Pygmy-Owl 
Rufous Hummingbird 
Belted Kingfisher 
Red-breasted Sapsucker 
Nuttall's Woodpecker 
Western Wood-Pewee 
Ash-throated Flycatcher 
Dusky Flycatcher 
Black Phoebe 
Scrub Jay 
AmericanCrow 
Chestnut-backed Chickadee 
Plain Titmouse
Common Bushtit 
Brown Creeper 
House Wren 
Bewick's Wren 
American Dipper 
Golden-crowned Kinglet 
Western Bluebird
Hermit Thrush
American Robin
Wrentil
Northern Mockingbird 
California Thrasher
Warbling Virco
Orangc-crowned Warbler
Nashville Warbler
Yellow Warbler 
Townsend's Warbler 
MacGillivray's Warbler
Wilson's Warbler

9 

14 

Blrde per net hour 0.8 
Net Houra 1989 43,387.9

Net Houre 1890 36,360.7 

0.6 
P 

0.4 

0.2 

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 

Month 

1989 O1990 

(One not hour ona 12M net 
run one hour)

FIGURE 2 Capture efficiency of mist nets in 1989 and 1990. 
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ance of our, as yet, strictly functional headquarters layout. 

In the future, native landscaping around the trailers can and 
will be expanded. We hope birds as well as human observ- 

The streamside coridor already contains a healthy di- 
versity of native plants. Some have scarcely gained a toe- 
hold; others have established their own thriving colonies. 
The effort here has been to locate and mark these native 
plant sites. ldeally, all these sites would be flagged and pro- 
tected. Where they are struggling to compete with intro- 
duced non-natives, weeding (to give them more space) has 

demonstrated that, thus encouraged, the natives will ex-

pand in relatively short order. Sorme pruning and clearing
of tree limbs and branches has been conducted to give the 
understory plants more hours of daily sunlight. 

In Revegetation Plot #1, which was planted in the win- 
ter of 1986-87, several of the hardiest and most successful 
native herbaceous perennials have established colonies and 
are competing very well with the non-native plants. A 
group of volunteers organized by Steve Or and Erin 
O'Dougherty of Native Landscapes in Campbell, has been 
working under the guidance of Jeff Caldwell of The Habitat 
Restoration Group to remove invasive exotics from around
healthy natives and beneficial non-natives. Thanks to Jeff 
we' re not only leaning to identify the natives, but just as 
important, proper weeding techniques to assist their spread. 
In time, the understory in this plot promises to becomea 
true mosaic of native plants, visually beautihul and having 
impressive wildlife value. 

The Overflow Channel and Revegetation Plot #2 are 
soon to be seeded and planted by the Santa Clara Valley
Water District and The Habitat Restoration Group.

In December, a small native plant garden was created 
in the area between our two trailers, by David Glover and 
members of Boy Scout Troop #123 of Milpitas as an Eagle 
Scout project. David was ably assisted by his father, Steve 
Glover of L&L Landscape. Topsoil was donated and deliv-
ered by U-Save Rockery in Campbel. The plants used, al-
though not native to the site, are California natives which 
adapt well and should survive the rather harsh environ-
ment. The garden instantly improved the outward appear

ers will be attracted to it. 

All maintenance and restoration work focusing on the 
flora of the CCRS area is naturally very labor-intensive. 
Any interested members who coud spend occasional time 
on some aspect of the program are warmly invited to con- 
tact me at the Station or by calling me at home (408) 395- 
5526.

MEWALDT MEMORIAL FUND 
GROWS

by Michael Rigney 

Shortly after Dick Mewaldt's death in August of 1990,
CCRS established a Memorial Fund in Dick's honor. This 
fund is intended to support the important research projects
which he instituted and are the foundation of our popula 
tion monitoring program. The response to this fund appeal
was extremely gratifying. To date the fund has accumu-
lated nearly $3,000.00. A portion of this fund has already 

been transferred into our endowment fund. 
Dick knew the importance of providing an organiza- 

tion with a solid financial base and this growing endow-
ment fund (over $30,000.00) is a testament to his wisdom 
and leadership. We would like to thank the following peo- 
ple and organization who have generous contributed to the 
Mewaldt Memorial Fund: 

Blcitz Wildlife Foundation Patricia Jacobson
David Mewaldt Irene Brown

Roy Cameron
Evelyn Case 
Douglas & Gail Cheeseman Alfred Schmitz 
Robert & Rita Colwell

Kathy Oliver-Garnett 
Betty Rutherford 

Maryann Danielson 
John Delevoryas 

Elwyn Dorman
Russell & Marilyn Fowler 
Tom Goodier

Elinor Spellman
Mark Sutherland 
Otis Swisher
Robert & Joan Tweit
Janet Wasserman 
Erika Wilson 

Habitat Restoration Group Judy Wong 
Gertrude Hopkins 
Dorothy Hunt 

Mr. & Mrs. W.F. Zimmerman 

Contributions to the Mewaldt Memorial Fund are, of 
course, still welcome and encouraged. We hope soon to 
place a commemorative plaque at the base of the large 
coast live oak which Dick referred to as the "Standish Oak". 
This oak will stand as a symbol of Dick's dedication to a vi- 
brant and healthy environment. 

Members of ScoutTroop # 123 of Milpitas work on the Native Plant Gar 
den at CCRS. Thanks to these hardworking troops and their helpers! 
Phot by David Johnson. 
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